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PREFACE. 



mat 



my Sacred Calendar of Prophecy, it was 
lad down : that The true apocalyptic name of 
the Secular Roman Empire, respecting which to 
many variovs conjectures have been hazarded, it 
word AnOCTATHC. 
I. My remarks on the subject were brief; 
and certain difEculties, chiefly in regard to 
the greek character as used in the time of 
St. John, which have since occurred to me, 
were left unnoticed. 

1 may add : that the rationale or principle, 

on which, I think, a sober expositor, if he 

wish to produce any thing reasonably satis- 

B&ctory, ought to proceed, was not stated and 



discTLSsed with the measure of fulness which 
the subject justly requires. 

II. These defects it is my present object to 
remedy. 

That the word AFIOCTATHC is really the 
name in question, I was fully persuaded, in 
my own mind, even at the time when I pub- 
lished my Sacred Calendar of Prophecy. But, 
at present, my conviction is such, as to amount 
to a sort of moral certainty. Nor can this 
impression be deemed irrational, when I 
state : that the very difficulties, which occurred 
to me, tended only, when thoroughly sifted, 
to establish, with the greater firmness, the 
original position. 

III. The subject is both curious and im- 
portant: curious, in the discussion ; important, 
in the consequence whicli it involves. 

1. Commentators have too frequently gone 
to work after a manner, which can scarcely fail 
of exciting distrust and suspicion. 

(1.) Often, little regarding, or even misap- 



prehencUng, the palmary fact, that, Let the 
precise name be what it may, it is a ttame de- 
scriptive of the Secular jRoman Empire ; they 
have pitched upon some individual or some 
object disagreeable to them: and have then 
aidearoured to find a plausibly appropriate 
me, which, in its arithmetical letters, should 
mprehend the specified number 666. 
The natural consequence of this crude 
^tem, a system common alike to Papists and 
» Protestants, has been : that names of the 
jst opposite tendency have been confidently 
rought forward on no better argumentative 
r probative ground, than that, when arith- 
ttically computed, they contained the num- 
r required. 

' (2.) Yet the Apostle himself affords no 
ion for the sneer, which such a loose mode 
proceedure is doubtless not unlikely to 
rovoke. 

So far from making the production of a cer- 
3 number the sole test, by which 



die actuality of the name is to be determined ; 
a test, in truth, liad it ever been nakedly pro- 
poimded, which in itself would absolutely have 
been no test : St. John lays down not fewer 
than^ve distinct notes, by the combination of 
which a test of such a highly complex nature 
is produced, that it is morally impossible for 
more than a ninr/le name to correspond with it 

Whence, if we find a name, which really 
does correspond with this complicated quin- 
tuple test, and which at the same time charac- 
teristically describes the theological condition 
of the Secular Roman Empire from first to 
last ; we are morally sure, that we have de- 
tected the name beheld by the Apostle : for, 
through the intervention of such a process, all 
that charge of v^Tienessand ambiguity, which 
is often allegedagainstinquiries'of this descrip- 
tion, will, on abundantly reasonable principles, 
be effectually removed. 

2. The subject, however, is no leas awfully 
important, than it is intellectually curious. 



PREFACE. IX 

If KECAPITULATED APOSTASY, OS IreneUS 

I denominates it, be the branded theological 
I character of the Secular Roman Empire, in 
w its divided state as well as in its undivided 
■ state, from its commencement even donii to 
I its termination, luider its nominally christian 
I polities as well as under its avowedly pagan 
I polities : I do not perceive, how the conclusion 
[ tan be escaped; that That corrupt form of 
Christianity, which has long been, upheld and 
patronised hy the potent Western Bishop of 
Some, though it had been germirmting in the 
W£ast from certainly as early a period as the 
mrth century, is no better than a gross APOS- 
TASY or DEPARTUKE from the sincerity of the 
enuine Gospel. 

Such a conclusion, particularly when viewed 

a connection with the well known prophecies, 

r&at Agreat apostasy in the Church must needs 

I ie expected, and that TTiat apostasy would be 

eminently marked by a prohibition of marriage 

and a devotion to idols and a return in a new 



form to ike old pagan practice of siibordhiatdy 
worshippuiff the souls of illustrious dead men 
caiumised or (as the Greeks called them) 
Demons or Hero-gods : such a conclusion 
may well administer a salutary caution to 
those, who, in the present age of sickly libe- 
ralism, vainly iancying that Popery is no longer 
what once it was, are tempted to make ship- 
wreck of their faith by listening to the artful 
insintiation of well disguised plausibilities '. 

Popery, whatever vizard the theological 
Proteus may wear, and however dexterously 
it may seek its advancement by pandering to 
the wild licentiousness of democratic faction, 
is still, in the judgment of Holy Writ, a form 

OF RECAPITULATED ROMAN APOSTASY. 
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RECAPITULATED APOSTASY, 
CHAPTER I, 



THE CHARACTSa I 



A 



^PThe fall of our first parents was itself an 
apostasy: and, from that time, though the 
Seed of the woman was both originally pro- 
mised and ultimately manifested to recover 
man from apostasy, his inveterate tendency to 
it has still been the same in every successive 
generation. 

■ I. Before the deluge and after the fall, the 
earliest apostate, from that alone system of 
religion which could be suitable to the neces- 
sities and the condition of a lapsed creature, 
was the fratricide Cain : and his apostasy, 




2 THE CHARACTEH AND VARIOUS 

spreading far and wide as mankind increased 
upon tlie face of the earth, at length infected 
all save the family of Noah. 

1. It consisted in a proud rejection of that 
■node of reconciliation, wliich the wisdom and 
goodness of God liad appointed for the fallen. 

Through the future sacrifice of the incar- 
nate Word, atonement was at length to be 
made effieaciowily : and, as a perpetual ac- 
knowledgment of man's sinfulness united with 
a perpetual prospective recognition of the 
appointed method of his recovery, atonement 
was again and again to be made, typically and 
Jiguratively, through a constant succession of 
bloody animal sacrifices. 

2. By Cain, this mode of reconciliation 
was contemptuously rejected. Bringing a 
vegetable offering, instead of the divinely or- 
dained animal offering ; that is to say, bring- 
in)!^ B mere eucharistic oblation which ex- 
pressed no necessity of an atonement) instead 
of an expiatory sacrilice for acknowledged sin 
and transgression : he denied, that he stood in 
any need of a propitiation j and thus, with a 



FORMS OF APOSTASY. 3 

high hand, he apostatised from the revealed 
doctrine of the atonement. 

3. His children, and finally the whole world 
save the family of Noah, lapsed after his ex- 
ample : and so utterly hopeless in its very 
nature, was this peculiarly offensive and in- 
sulting apostasy (which, in truth, with refer- 
ence to revealed religion, is no other than 
palpable infidelity), that it brought upon a 
systematically incurable race the necessary 
doom of utter excision'. 

II. After the deluge, that scheme of reli- 
gion, which alone is suitable to a fellen crea- 
ture, was taught and upheld in the preserved 
family of Noah : and the recent tremendous 
punishment of inflexible apostasy was so far 
efficacious, that never again has there been 
an universal lapse into that infidel plan of 
self-sufficient theology, which is professedly 
based upon a rejection and a denial of the 
■i^octrine and the necessity of an atonement. 

lis subject diacuswd at large, in my Treatise on the 
e DispenBitions, book i. chsji. I,7< and in my Trealise 
in the Origin of Elpiatiir; Sacrifice, sect. iii. chap. 2. 

b2 
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I. Yet many generations had not passed 
away, ere tlie descendants of the second great 
patriarch again apostatised, though their apo- 
stasy was of a totally different species from 
that of Cain and the antediluvians. 

Instead of rejecting the doctrine of an 
atonement and instead of deriding the need of 
the promised Saviour, the Noachidae at Babel, 
with mischievous ingenuity, made those vital 
matters the very ground-work of their new 
apostasy. 

They taught : that T/te Seed of the woman 
had alreadff been incarnate in the two great 
■patriarchs of the two gjiccessive worlds; that 
He would hereafter repeatedly he iitcantate in 
each expected similar great patriarc/i of each 
expected similar world; and, moreover, that 
He bath had been incarnate, and would again 
he incarnate, in numerous remarkable per- 
sonages, beside those preeminent mundane pa- 
triarchs who v)ere transmigrative reappearances 
of one and the same great universal father. 

With these speculations, they united the 
necessity of expiatory sacrifice r and to such 
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"kn extent did they cany the last doctrine, 
that, as the most perfect imitations of the 
grand predicted sacrifice, they esteemed hu- 
man oblations to be of all others the most ac- 
ceptable and the most efficacious. 

2. On such principles was built the Hero- 
Worship or the Demonoiatry of the postdilu- 
vian Gentiles: and to it was, at the same 
time, added the subordinate superstition of 
Sabianism and Mateiialism. 

{!.) From Babel to every part of the globe 
carrying with them their early speculations, 
they adored those illustrious deceased mortals 
who had flourished at the comrnencement of 
each world ; venerating them od the specific 
ground, that Tfiey had severally bei:ii an avatar 
or descent or transmigrative incamatioa of the 
Filial Deity. 

(2.) But,additionallymaintainingthat Their 
souls ajier death were translated to the heavenly 
bodies of which henceforth they became the phi- 
lanthropic regents, the new apostates readily 
engrafted upon Hero- Worship the dependent 
and connected worship of the Host of Heaven. 



(3.) Holding, fiirthennore, that The great 
fiUher teas the animating principle of the Uni- 
verse, they were thence led also into the phi- 
losophising reveries of a specious Materialism. 

(4.) And, at length, partly through the 
love of objects which apply themselves di- 
rectly to the senses, partly through a vain 
affectation of symbolical mystery, and partly 
on principles regularly deduced from the 
materialising system, they were ted to all 
the absurdities and abominations of Animal- 
Worship and Image- Worship '. 

Ill, For the mingled purpose, of gradually 
weaning mankind from this complex apostasy, 
of preserving the knowledge of the true God 
in the midst of a surrounding artificial dark- 
ness, and of keeping up a legitimate expecta- 
tion of the promised Deliverer, the Israelites 
were remarkably selected from the rest of 
mankind, and the Levitical Dispensation was 
introduced, 

' See my Origin of Pagan Idol, book i. chap. 1. book vi. 
cbnp. C. and my Trealise on the Three Dispens. book i. 
chop. I. 6. 



, though a people was thus peculiarly 
chosen and appropriated, that people, notwith- 
standing their extraordinary privileges and 
advantages, still shewed the same fatal diapo- 
sidon to apostasy as that which characterised 
their idolatrous neighbours. They did not, 
indeed, absolutely forsake the worship of Je- 
hovah, any more than the Gentile Fatriarclml 
Church did in the first stage of her declen- 
sion : but they added to it the worship of the 
Baalim and the Siddtm ; which worship was 
the adoration of canonised dead men, vene- 
rated as the regents of the Host of Heaven, 
and supposed to pervade by their energies the 
whole organised world of matter. 

IV. At length, for the more effectual re- 
clamation of an apostatic race, and to accom- 
plish that atonement the idea of which had 
since the catastrophe of the deluge never been 
lost or relinquished, the true promised Seed 
of the woman became incarnate, and intro- 
duced that pure system of religion which was 
globe offered to all the Gentiles and which in 
Ine time was to be universally diffused and 
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accepted. Yet still even the personal advent 
of the Redeemer himself did not wean the 
fatuity of mankind from their aboriginal dis- 
position to apostasy. 

1. Great as was the purity of primitive 
Christianity, that purity was of no long con- 
tinuance. 

(1.) It was foretold by an Apostle: that. 
In the latter times, some should apostatise from 
the faith. 

The apostasy of these persons, therefore, 
was plainly, by the very terms of the pro-^ 
phecy, to be oTi apostasy from sound Christ^, 
ianity. 

And, in the same prediction, it was dis- 
tinctly announced : that, In point of character , 
this apostasy from the faith of the Gospel 
should consist in attending to error^teaching 
spirits and to doctrines concerning demons. 

The apostasy, therefore, of the persons 
foretold (as Epiphanius, even in the fourth 
century, rightly understood the passage *), 

^ According to Epiphanius, the meaning of the place is : 
that The pertont, foretold by St, Paul as apostatising from 
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was to be an apostasy to Uie worship of de- 
mons or c^ionised dead men, simitar in prin- 
ciple, however different might be the objects, 
to that ancient postdiluvian pagan apostasy 
into which the Israelites were ao perpetually 
lapsing '. 

(2.) By the same Apostle it was yet addi- 
tionally foretold : that. As an apostasy in the 
Christian Church should assuredly come ; so 



the faith, ihall be woTShippera of dead men ; even oi dead me» 
were foTmerly srorshipped in IsraeX And the drift of his in- 
lerpretHlion ii fiilly itiualraled by the eircumsIBnoe of hi* 
reprobaiing, in connection with the prophecy, Ihe praclite of 
certsin of his contemporariee, who intocBted the Virgin Miry 
aa a potent goddesa the Queen of HeaTelu Epipb. adv. har. 
lib. iii-har. 78. 

' 1 Tim. iv. 1. On this fetniliar import of (he word 
Armani, ia plainly, [ think, founded Che greek imnslBtion of 
Psalm icvi. 5. 

'iiTfirdsTieoiBioiTiviQviiv iAIMONIA" i Ji Kipioc 
rode obpavnii iiroltimv. 

According lo the universal loicc of antiquity, all Ihe gods 
of tlie Gentiles, however their worship might be asaodated 
with Sabianiam and Materialism, were oripaally and pro- 
perly canonised dead men. Hence, in their version, the 
Seventy stale them to be Demons. 



L 
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the comijtff of that apottasy would be marhed 
and attended by the revelation of an extra- 
ordinary person, whom he variously denO' 
minates The Lawless One and The Man of Sin 
attd The Son oj" Perdition, 

This person, thus connected with the apos- 
tasy from the faith, is plainly its Chief or 
Spiritual Head. 

Whence, as the ringleader aud teacher 
of the new race of apostates, he may well 
himself be preeminently styled The Apos- 
tate. 

But, though an apostate from the faith by 
teaching; the doctrines of canonised dead men, 
he is an apostate only in the same sense as 
tlie ancient Israelites were apostates. He 
does not altogether relinquish the worship of 
tiie true God: for he is described, though 
after a mode the most unseemly, as sitting in 
tlio temple or church of God, and thence ob- 
viously as professing to be a christian pastor. 
But to that worship he adds the subordinate 
worship, of what the Apostle styles Demons, 
or of what Epiphanius justly interpreted 



to denote the souk of dead tnen eanon- 

(3.) According to the prediction, so has 
been tlie event. 

This apostesy of the Christian Church from 
the pure faith of the Gospel, chiefly under 
the patronage and iufiuence of tlie great 
Roman Patriarch of the West, ia not a matter 
of mere invidious speculation : unhappily, it 
is a naked fact, recorded by History, and open 
to universal observation. 

The Christians of the seventh century, says 
Mr. Gibbon, had insensibly relapsed into A 
SEMBLANCE OF PAGANISM. Tlteir public and 
private vowa were addressed to the relics and 
images, that disgraced the temples of the East. 
The thrtme of the Almighty was darkened by a 
cloud of martyrs and saints and angels, the ob- 
jects of popular veneration : and the collyridian 
heretics, who flourished in the fnd^ul sail of 
Arabia, invested the Virgin Mary with the 
name and honours of a goddess. Intemperate 

t Thesa. ii. 3, 4. See my Sacred Calendar of Prophvry, 
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curiosity and zeal had torn the veil of the sanC" 
tuary : and each of the oriental sects was eager 
to confess^ that all, except themselves^ deserved 
the reproach of idolatry and polytheism* Under 
the successors of Constantine, in the peace and 
luxury of the triumphant Churchy the more 
prudent Bishops condescended to indulge a 
visible superstition for the benefit of the mvlti'^ 
tude : andy after the ruin of Paganism^ they 
were no Ixmger restrained by the apprehension of 

AN ODIOUS PARALLEL. 

The first introduction of a symbolic worship 
wa^ in the veneration of the cross and of relics. 

The saints and martyrs^ whose intercession was 
implored, were seated on the right hand of 
God : but the gracious and often supernatural 
favours, which, in the popular belief were 
showered round their tomb, conveyed an ungues' 
tionable sanction of the devout pilgrims, who 
visited and touched and kissed these lifeless re- 
mains, the memorials of their merits and suf 
ferings. 

But a memorial, more interesting than the 
skull or the sandals of a departed worthy, is a 
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faithful copy of his person and features deli- 
neated by the arts of painting or sculpture. At 
first, the experiment was made with caution and 
scruple : and the venerable pictures were dis- 
creetly allowed to instruct the ignorant, to awaken 
the cold, and to gratify the prejudices of tlte 
heathen proselytes. By a slow though inevitable 
progression, the honours of the original were 
transferred to the copy. The devout Christiait 
prayed before the image of a taint : aiid the 
pagan rites of genuflexion, luminaries, and in- 
cense, again stole into the Catholic Church. 
The scruples of reason or piety were silenced by 
the strong evidence of visions and miracles .■ 
and the pictures, which speak and move and 
bleed, must be endowed with a divine energy, 
and may be considered as the proper object of 
religious adoration. The use and even the 
worship of images was firmly established 
before the end of the sixth century : they were 
fondly cherished by the warm imagination of 
the Greeks and Asiatics : and the Pantheon and 
the Vatican were adorned with Hie emblems of 

ta)k NEW SUPEKBTITION. 
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The wcnlup rf hmaga had stoUm. imto Ae 
Church by nunmUt degrtttz amd each petty 
step was pltasimg to ihe saqfentiUoms mmd^ as 
productive of comfort amd bmoead afsm. But, 
in the beginning of the eighA century, in the 
fuU magnitude of the abuse, Ae more timorous 
Greeks were awakened by an apprehension, 

that, UNDER THE MASK OF CHBISTIANITT, 
THEY HAD RESTORED THE RELIGION OF 

THEIR FATHERS. They heard, with grief and 
impatience, the name o^ idolaters ; the inces- 
sant charge of the Jews and Mohammedans, 
who derived from the Lmw and the Koran an 
immortal hatred to graven images and all rehr 
tive worship. The eloquence of the monks was 
exercised in the defence of images : but they were 
now opposed by the murmurs of many simple or 
rational Christians, who appealed to the evi' 
dence of texts and of facts and of the primitive 
timeSi and who secretly desired the reformation 
tfthe Church^. 

I Olbbon'f Hilt, of Decline and Fall, voL iz. p. 261, 262, 
U4--116, 121, 122. See alio Mede's Apost. of the latter 
timet. Workf, p. 623—693 ; Middleton's Letter from Rome, 
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2. Largely synchronical with this demono- 
latrous apostasy, and indeed provoked by its 



im ; and my own DiSIcullies of RoniBniBm, 
Dok ii. chnp. 6. 3d edit, with Suppkmen 



aOifficof 



anyn 



re modern proof of the incociigible idol- 



atry 



of the Ron 



n Chur 



have it, ready lo our hand, and under an auihoriiy which no 
Papiat will dispute, in the Encyclical Letter of the preienl 
Pupe Gregory XVI, d»t«d at Rome, from St. Mary M^jar'i, ■ 
AuenBll5,^.D. 1832. 

But, tbnl all may have a laectaful and happy itiae, Itt w 
taiit our eyei lo the mml bleastd Virgin Mary, tt'ho ALONE 
destrpyt hereaiea, who is our greatest hope, yea ihe Entire 
ground of our hope. May she eiert her patronage lo draw 
down an effieaclont bletiing on our deiires, oar ptaiii, and oar 
proceedingi, in the present straitened eondition of the Lord's 
fiack. We will alio implore, in humble prayer, from Peter 
the Prince of tl>e Apostles, and ttioti his fellow jiposlle Paui, 
that ^u may all iland as a urall lo prevent any other/imnda- 



hath bi 



t laid. 



Here, as exhibited by the Pope himielf, we haye tbe aallio- 
tiaed Popery of the niiieteenih cenlory. Here »e may see 
levired, in all its undisguiaed ogensiveneSB, the idolatrously 
blasphemous Collyridian Heresy, no Justly stigmatised hy 
Epiphaniua as a f3\aT0Tr/ioi' irpayfia. Here, associated nilh 
Ihe direct adoration of the Virgin, as aiir oaEATest hope, yea 
as Ihe ENTIRE ground of our hoj>e, we may note a professedly 
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incorrigible offensiveness, there has been yet 
another apostasy of a nature in some respects 
even still more deleterious. 

(1.) Christ appeared, not only as the pro- 
phet of the Most High, but likewise as the 
incarnate Deity who should make atonement 
for the sins of mankind. 

In avowed opposition to him, started up a 

humble prayer, in which this Arch- Apostate directly implores, 
FROM Peter and from Paul, the power of standing firmly 
upon the foundation, alleged (I suppose) to have been laid 
by Christ, but really laid by the perverse industry of a la- 
mentably corrupt Communion. 

The common evasion, copied from Bossuet, that Romanists 
do not worship the Virgin and the Saints, but that they merely 
beg their intercessory prayers at the throne of grace, will not, 
in the present passage, avail. It cannot be too often repeated, 
that, in the year 1832, Mary has, by Pope Gregory himself, 
been declared to be the greatest hope, yea the entire 
ground of the h(^e, entertained by his most deplorably ill- 
taught flock : nor should it ever be forgotten, that the same 
Pope recommends, to the same flock, the imploring in humble 
prayer, from two of the Apostles, the grace of pretended 
Christian stedfastness. 

If this be not rank unblushing idolatry, the word idolatry 
i» a word without meaning. 
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Emulated prophet, who claimed to be his supe- 
rior, who boldly denied his godhead, and who 
renounced his proffered atonement. 

(2.) Here again we may note the wretched 
tendency of man to the sin of apostasy. 

Mohanimediam, instead of being rejected 
with horror as an insult to God, has already 
prevailed full twelve centuries : and, in point 
of number, its deluded adherents probably 
even exceed the followers of ihe Messiah. 

3. Eminently antichristian, however, as is 
the apostatic character of Islamism, a lower 
depth of iniquity still remained to be explored. 

(1.) The first form of apostasy, that of the 
antediluvians, was an infidel rejection of a 
divine revelation : the last form of apostasy, 
as witnessed to a tremendous extent in our 
own days, is substantially the same presiimp- 
tuous Infidelity, aggravated by the circum- 
stance of an open rejection of the promised 
Seed of the woman even subsequent to his 
actual epiphany. 

(2.) This is the very consummation of 
apostasy: and, since the predicted character 
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of the Antichrist is that He should deny or 
renounce both the Father ojid the Son^ the spirit 
of Infidelity is that spirit of the Antichrist, 
which shewed itself indeed even in the apos- 
tolic age through the medium of the early 
Gnostic and Ebionitic Heresies, but re* 
specting which St John prophetically warned 
the whole Church Catholic as about at some 
future time to be eminently and remarkably 
developed K 

V. Thus, from the very fall of Adam, has 
our unhappy race again and again been 
marked with the deep and broad brand of 
determined apostasy. 

1 1 John ii. 22. iv. 3. 



CHAPTER II. 



> SUBSEaUENT 1 



The Messiah was revealed, and the Gospel 
beg;au to be preached, in the days of the 
Roman Empire. 

I. That mighty Sovereignty, tlius closely 

connected with the Church of God, could not 

be passed over in tlie divine oracles. 

V 1. The fourtli great kingdom upon eartli, 

Rn- the Empire which is fourth in relation to 

the three prior successive Empires of Babylon 

and Persia and Macedon, is described, in the 

-symbolical prophecies of Daniel, under the 

yphic of a ferocious wild-beast, fur- 



20 THE BLASPHEMOUS CHARACTER 

nished with teeth of iron and with claws of 
brass, but peculiarly characterised by having 
ten horns \ 

That this symbol shadows out the Roman 
Empire, is, both from Chronology and from 
circumstantial evidence, so plain, that the 
justice of the application has been unani- 
mously recognised by all, whether ancient 
or modem, whether papist or protestant, 
whether jew or christian. Hence, as Mr. 
Mede not ill remarks, such an application of 
the symbol is all but an article of faith '. 

2. The same hieroglyphic, with a more 
full and exact description of its form, appears 
again in the Apocalypse of St. John '. 

Its identity is established, both by its place 
in chronology, and by its remarkable charac- 
teristic of bearing ten horns : but, as com- 
prehending and absorbing the dominions of 
its three predecessors, it receives into its 

1 Dan. vii. 7, 19, 23. 

* See my Sacred Calendar of Prophecy, book iii. chap. 2. 
§ iv. 
' Rev. ziii. 1, 2. 
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losition tlie mingled figures of the baby- 
loniaD lion aiid tlie medo-persian bear and 
the macedoniau leopard ; and, as having sub- 
sisted or as being destined to subsist under 
seven distinct supreme polities or modes of 
government, it is conspicuously marked by 
having seven heads '. 

3. Here, tlien, symbolically represented, we 
behold that mighty Roman Empire, with which, 
both at and after the advent of the Messiah, 
Christianity came specially in direct contact. 

II. The general character of the Roman 
Empire is strongly exhibited in tlie hiero- 
glyphic and is fully recorded in hbtory. 

But there is a particular point of its 
character, to which St. John peculiarly calls 
our attention : because, as I apprehend, while 
other points are injurious only to the externals 
of Revelation ; this, through the medium of 
actual corruption, is injurious to its very 
spirit and principle. 

1. The symbolical wild-beast, from first to 



^b.} See 



See my Sacred Calendar of Prophecy, book v. chap 



i 
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last indictttive of the Roman Empire, is said 
to utter hlasphemies : and he is represented, 
as opening his mouth in blasphemy against 
God, to blaspheme his name and his tabernacle 
and them that dwell in heaven '. 

Hence, agreeably to this account of his 
conduct, he is described, as appearing exter- 
nally full of names of blasphemy, or as bearing 
ntunes of blasphemy imprinted upon all his 
geren heads : by which expressions we are 
plainly to understand, not that he bore the 
stigmata of many different blasphemous names 
branded variously upon his seven heads, but 
that he bore impressed upon them many 
repeated stigmata (one stigma to one head) 
of tliat singU name of blasphemy which is 
elsewhere styled the name of the wild- 



2. Thus, from a comparison of Scripture 

with Scripture, we learn : that Tlie bestial 
symbol of the Roman Empire had a name 
impressed upon kimt as specially his own, and 
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s specially descriptive of his character ; which 
ame was the name of blasphemy'. 



' In Rev. xili. l, the common reading is, singularly, of^^a 
^aofijf«a(, lie navie of blaiphemg : but Griesbsch prefers 
the plural reading, ii^ifiarn /3XaiT^iij)iiac, names of htiaphemy. 

To my purpose, the variation is immaterial i Tor one name 
of blasphemy nas plainly impressed upon each head ; and, 
since (as we learn from Rev. liii. 17), the wild- beast had, in 
the vision, no more than one name, emphatically written ri 
ivojia Toil Gjjpiov, this anf name muat he ihe jtame of blot' 
phemi) seven times repeated, or, as the Apoatle speaks, namtt 
of blatphepiff. 

I. Some commeatators hare unskilfully fended: thai The 
name tfthe wild-beatl, mentimied in Rev. xiii. 17, u the name, 
not (jf Ihe nasi: or tea-iarned wild-beas< but / the secosd 
or two-honed wild-beail. And the se ua e 1 of Ih mi 
take has heen : that It has iiceasionallv I d th m t It 



appri^riale. 
Now it Is I 



and the liie, utierlj a d 
bat inddentally, the lecond t 



being collegiately identical with the Man of Sin, participates 
in the name really alluded to b; the Aposlle : but tbe name 
iltelf, as specially propounded and as primarily (at least) 
assigned by St. John, is doubtless the name of \i\efiral wild- 
beast or the wiid-heast conspicuously distinguished by his 
D beads and his ten horns. 

II. In 
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And thug, since this name is said to be 
many times repeated by being branded upon 

II. In this manner, accordingly, though some have unac- 
countably blundered in their adjudication, the name is ap- 
plied by all our best expositors : and it is a point too clear to 
admit of any reasonable dispute. 

1. Let any person carefully peruse Rev. xiii. 11 — 18: 
and, from the strict continuity of the narrative, he will clearly 
perceive; that The wild-beastf mentioned in ver, 17y 18, is 
the same as the wild-heast mentioned in ver, 12, 14, 15: 
in other words, he will clearly perceive ; that The wUd-beast, 
to which the proprietorship of the name is ascribed, is the first 
not the SECOND, wild-beast, 

2. To the same result he will be brought, by attending to 
Rev. xiv. 9, 11, and Rev. xx. 4. 

In these passages, the name of the wild-beast, which is the 
impressed mark or character of the wild-beast, is described 
as appertaining to that particular wild-beast for whom an 
image had been made. But the particular wild-beast, for 
whom, at the instigation of the second wild-beast, an image 
was made, was undoubtedly the first wild-beast See Rev. 
xiii. 3, 11, 14. Therefore the first -mX^ beast is that, to whom 
tlie name properly and primarily appertains. 

3. Accordingly, as ihe first wild-beast is specially said to 
have a name, and as the brand or impress of that name is 
said to be his mark or character : so, in the pictorial descrip- 
tion of the hieroglyphic, that same name, under the addi- 
tional appellation of the name of blasphemy, is consistently 
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every one of his seven heads, and since audi 
a repetition cannot have been made without 
due reason, we may further learn : that, 
Either wholly or partially, either in this region 
or in that region, either more intensely or lest 
intensely, the character of BLAsruEyiY apper- 
tains to tlte Roman Empire alike, as existing 
under each of the seven polities represented by 
the seven heads of the symbol. 

III. The sum, in short, of the whole 
matter, is this. 

Whatever, in letters and in syllables, may 
be the precise word intended by the Apostle ; 

THE NAME OF BLASPHEMY IS THE NAME OF 

THE WILD-BEAST : and that name is branded 
upon all the seven heads of the symbol, for 
the purpose of indicating ; that 77ie religious 
principles and practice of t!te Roman Empire, 
iouier all its seven successive polities, both 
had been, and toould be, blasphemous. 



IS) d Co be branded upon atl his i 
he appeared to be eTen^f^of the 
riii. J7. niv. 11, withBev. liii. 1 



>Ten heads, inBomuch that 
repetition. Compare Ret. 
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CHAPTER 111. 

IMPORT OF THE TERM BLASPHEMY. 

From such a statement, to which we are 
distinctly brought by the terms of the pro- 
phecy, an important question will obviously 
arise. 

fVhcU are we to understand by that blas- 
phemy, whichf from first to lasty sJwvld so 
remarkably distinguish the Roman Empire f 

I. That the blasphemy of the fourth great 
Kingdom, under all its seven successive poli- 
ties, should, according to the common femi- 
liar acceptation of the word, import an out" 
rojgeous attack upon the Tnajesty of God marked 
by all the horrid concomitants of open defiance 
and raving profomeness^ is clearly impossible : 
for the pagan Romans, according to their own 
mistaken views of pious obligation, were, in 
truth, a religious people ; and, after the con- 




TERM blaspme: 

version of the Empire to Christianity, the 
papal Romaos, however they may have apos- 
tatised from the snund faith of tlie Gospel, 
have at least not indulged in tlie atrocity of 
open and resolute and barefaced impiety. 

Doubtless, in these present dregs of time, 
we have witnessed the ebullition of blasphemy 
even in the strictest force of the word's ordi- 
nary acceptation. But, while this may be 
justly deemed a species, it cannot be deemed 
the comprehensive ^CTi as, of roman blasphemy ; 
because the name of blasphemy was im- 
printed in common upon all the lieads ; and 
yet these latter days onlr/ of the Empire have 
been distinguished by the frequent blasphemy 
of profane and daring infidelity. 

Hence it is evident, that the blasphemy, 
ascribed to the Roman Empire under all 
its seven forms of polity, must be something 
much more comprehensive than a mere single 
species. The name must be a generic name, 
aptly descriptive of the Empire's shifting 
religious cliaracter uuder every one of its suc- 
cessive different modes of government. 
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11. Let US see, then, whether there be not 
a sen^e of the term blasphemy, recognised 
in God's word and thence familiarly adopted 
in the Church, which will esactly meet the 
appropriating phraseology of the inspired 
Apostle, 

1. In the language of the Bible, blaspltemy 
is apostasy : a blasphemer is an apostate : to 
hlaspheme is to apostatise '. 

2. Such is the phraseology of Scripture. 
Whence, very naturally adopting it, Epipha- 
nius styles the apostasy of the Collyridian 
Heretics, which was an apostasy from sound 
Christianity to the worship of the Viigin 
Mary, a blasphemous deed*: and, analo- 
gously, he considers tlie whole transaction as 
an impious change or depakture or apos- 
I'Asv from the preaching of the Holy Spirit*. 

' liaah Ixv. 7. Eiek. II. 27— 32- Ada ti. 11, 13. liii. 
4G. ixvi, 11. 1 Tim. i. 13, 19, 20. S Tim. iii. 3, 5—8. 
Jmneiii. 7- R«v. ii. 9. 

' BAA2*HMON TpSyna. 

' "Owip ri nav tartv datfiit nal dBl/uTOV HAAOIO- 
HENON iri rov cqp^T/taroc no 'Aylew TSvtviiaTiig- 
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III. Now here we liave a generic sense of 
the word blasphemy, whicli is of sufBciently 
extensive applicatiou : for the comprehensive 
term apostasy denotes a dejmrture from or a 
rejection of sound religion, in whatever specific 
mode that departure or that rejection may 
operate. 

St, JohD, therefore, in ascribing blasphemy 
to the Roman Empire as it subsists under 
every one of its seven successive polities, 
distinctly ascribes to it the sin of apostasy 

or DEPARTL'ltE or REJECTION. 

At one time or in one district, the apostasy 
may differ, in form, from the apostasy of 
another time or another district. There may 
be variations, also, in point both of object and 
of malignity and of intenseness. But still 



oLKaOapToa liSaaxaMav, IlXqpavrai yip Iri Toirovs tA, 
ADOSTHSONTAl rivic TVi iyioSc liSanahiae, rfoa- 
ixaVTts fLvBoie eal AJauiraXinic 5a ifiopJiu v.' Efforrai yiip, 
flijffi, vttpole Xorpfuoi'Tfi;, Wf '"' i" '"? 'l''paii\ lat^a. 
9^oav. Epiph. adv. hsc. t'b.iii, hiEr. ^8, 

C.3 
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the general character, ascribed to the Empire, 
is that of an apostasy Jrom sound religion or 
of a departure from the faith or of a rejection 
of the Gospel, 



CHAPTER IV. 



; VABiora Foaus of apostasy which have 

CHAKACTEKISED THE SOMAN EUPIHE. 



Such an ascription ia certainly a very serious 
and a very awful matter. For, if, from first 
to last, and as subsisting under all its seven 
successive polities, the great Roman Em- 
pire has been blasphemous or apostatic .■ it 
will be important to Inquire, both what have 
been the different religious systems main- 
tained during its continuance, and how those > 
different religious systems must be alike 
deemed apostatic or blasphemous. 

I. Simply, then, as a matter of fact, it is 

;putable : that, In the course of its JoTig \ 

cffntinuance occidental and oriental, the Roman \ 

Empire, as svbsisHtiff ujider its seven successive . 

ilitical heads, has been marked by the variom 

racters of Pagan Demffiiolatnj and Christian 

c4 



deem 
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Demorwlatry and Mokammedism and hifi- 
delih/. 

From the coustruction of the symbol, 
therefore, we are compelled to admit : that 
The several systems of Pagan Demmwlatry and 
Christian Demotiolatri/ and Mo/iammedism and 
Infidelity are but different forms or species of 
uihat is generieally termed blasphemy, or 
APOSTASY. For, unless all these diiferent 
systems be different forms of blaqihemy or 
apostasy, the prophetical hieroglyphic will 
cease to be an accurate representation : be- 
cause, in that case, one or more of the seven 
heads will not bear impressed upon it the 
nationally indicative name of blasphemy, 

II. Accordingly, with this necessary result, 
the real character of those different schemes 
will be found exactly to agree. 

The general stigma of the Empire, as pro- 
vincially subsisting under all its successive 
polities, is the broad mark of apostasy. 

From APOSTASY the genus, then, let us de- 
scend to those various roman forms ' 
severally constitute the species. 
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1. Pagan Domonolatry is an apostasy, from 
primitive Patriarcliism, to a singular com- 
pound of Hero-Worship and Sabianism ami 
Materialism. 

2. Christian Deraonolatry, according to the 
accurate prophetic description of St Paul, is 
an apostasy, from the faith of primitive 
Christianity, to a sort of partially revived 
Paganism under tlie name and form of Sainl- 
Worship and Image- Worship and Relic- 
Worship '. 

3. Mohammedism is an apostasy, from the 
religion of the Gospel, to a pretended revela- 
tion irom heaven, which supersedes the Mes- 
siah, and which sets up an impostor as his 
divinely appointed superior. 

4. Inlidelity is an apostasy, from all re- 
vealed religion, to an open contempt of God's 
word, to an insulting rejection of his Son, and 



aays the voice of Histoty, had relapted tnfc 
Under lie mask ofChriilia- 
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to a proud disallowance of his appointed me- 
thod of reconciliation. 

III. This fourth and worst form of apos- 
tasy, whicli when universally received brought 
about the destruction of the irreclaimable 
antedilu^nans, we have seen, in our own days, 
Iwth widely diffiised and actually embodied 
within the territories of the Roman Empire: 
and, though Pagan Demonolatry be now ex- 
tinct within tliose limits, the two other apos- 
tatic forms of Mohammedism and Chrbtiaii 
Demonolatry still continue to subsist. 

IV. But, perhaps, the strict and proper 
APOSTASY of the Empire, its apostasy, to wi% 
from at least comparoHoe soundness of doc- 
trine and purity of worship, will appear in a 
yet more striking point of view, if we recol- 
lect: that, originally and during the first 
hundred and seventy years of their infant Re- 
public, the Ilumans had no images in their 
temples ; being persuaded that it is impious 
to represent what b diiHne by what is perish- 
able, and tliat we can hai-e no conception of • 



lABACTERlSED THE KOMAN EMPIRE. 35 ■ 

God save through the medium of the imclei^ 



1, For the full establishment of this primi- 
tive way of thinking and tliis primitive mode 
of worship, they were greatly indebted to 
Niiina, who was a Pythagorean ; and Pytha- 
goras himself, who, according to Plutarch, 
taught, that The First Cause is not an object of 
sense and liable to passion, but invisible and in~ 
cojTuptible and by the mind alone discernible, 
is, by Clement of Alexandria (who has bor- 
rowed the preceding accoimt of early Home 
from Plutarch), supposed, not improbably, to 
have received light from the books of Moses 
during his travels in the East '■ 

2. The same account of early Rome is 
given by Varro : who remarkably subjoins, 
that, if the Romans had persevered in their 
pristine abhorrence of image- worship, or, i 
other words, if they had not apostatised from I 

e doctrine and practice of tlieir forefathers, | 



P'. Plulsrch. in vit Sum. p. 21. Clem. .Uex. Strom, 
ler. p. 304, 305. 
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their worship would have been more chaste 
and Iioly. So fai, however, as facts are con- 
cerned, the Romans, he distinctly states, did 
not hajtd doma the error of polytheistic image- 
worship from their primeval ancestors: but, 
on the contrary, they themselves superadded 
it to the old doctrine and practice '. 

V. Well, therefore, and justly, is the one 
generic name of blasphemy or apostasy 
branded upon all the heads of the great Roman 
hieroglyphic : because, from first to last, whe- 
ther subsisting under the Imperial Kingship, 
or under the Consulate, or under the Dicta- 
toTsHip, or under the Decemvirate, or under 



■ Dicit (Varro), antiquQs Romaiim plus 
m tx septuaginls Aeaa sine simulBcbm c 
kac inquit mansissei casliat dii obi r 






n sdhib 



JudKBDi nec dubital eum locum ila conctudere u 
Qti ^tiat iimuUtc'kra deorum populis pojtuerant eascii- 
stiis et jneluin dempsisse et errorew addidisee^ Pradet 
iitlman, deoifacile posse in 6imulachroniin slelidilale ee 
Quod vera nau ait, Erri 

criDrem. August de CiriE. Dei, lib. i 
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the Military Tribunate, or under the Trium- 
virate, or under the short-lived Francic Empe- 
rorship, the Empire, at this time or at that 
time, wholly or partially, in this region or in 
that region, according to this form or accord- 
ing to that form, has never ceased to be cha- 
racterised by the bestial mark of what Ireneus 

calls RECAPITULATED APOSTASY, 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE EJnGltATICAL AFFCLULTIOIT OF THE 
APOSTATE KOJtAN EXPIRE. 

According to the express determinadon of 

St. John, THE NAME OF THE WILD-BEAST, 

that name which the Apostle beheld and read 
ctHispicuously branded upon all the seven heads 
of the Roman Hieroglyphic, is the name of 

BLASPHEMY Or THE NAME OF APOSTASY. 

I. Hence, whatever may be the precise 
word which constitutes that name, nothing can 
be more idle, than the common expositorial 
practice of pitching upon this title or upon 
tliat title which may aptly characterise the ob- 
ject of the commentator's dislike, whether the 
selected title be maometis or latinus or 

UOMIITH or LUTHER Or CALVIN Or BEZA, foT 

no better reason, forsooth ; than because its 
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arithmetical letters, in Greek or in Latin or 
ill Hebrew, liappen, when summed up with 
the occaionally unfair dexterity of requisite 
graphical management or needful unscru- 
pulous additament, to bring out the fatal num- 
ber of SIX HUNDRED AND THREESCORE AND 



1 . The bearers of suet appellations, whether 
national or individual, we may admire or we 
may reprobate, as we most affect : but, clearly, 
the naked appellations themselves, in respect 
to their proper verbal import, are jiot names 

Ibiherently significant or descriptive of 
kf^SPHEMV. 
f All such names are either mere personal or 
inere gentile names. In themselves, they are 
|K> more expressive of apostasy, than any 
other gentile or personal appellations : and an 
individual may safely, on the one hand, bear 
die name of latin or romaine, without being 
t Protestants deem a gross idolater ; and, 
a the other hand, he may no less safely bear 
e name of luther or calvin, without being 
t Papists deem a manifest heretic. 
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2. Accordingly^, it is a palpable absurdity 
to say: that either maometis or latinus or 

ROMIJTH or LUTHER OF CALVIJJ OT BEZA, 

even if (what, however, is fer from being the 
case) each of these names were in no other 
respects objectionable, am be the name of 
BLASPHEMY, wliicli, as expressing the reli- 
gious character of the Roman Empire under 
ail its seven polities from the time of Romulus 
down even to the present day, was alike 
branded upon all the seven heads of the 
bestial hieroglyphic. 

II. Fully to discuss and point out the un- 
tenableness of the various names, which have 
been crudely propounded by the wantonness 
of expositorial licence, would be at once un- 
profitable and wearisome. Yet, as a specimen 
of the facility with which their claims to any 
serious notice may be annulled; on the two 
names maometis and latinus, since they 
seem to have been the most general favourites, 
I shall offer a few additional remarks. 

1. The mode, in which the word maometis 
has been proposed as the name of the wild- 



J 
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beast, would at least be plausible, if the prin- 
ciple, upon wLicb its patrons fall to work, 
were itself solid and well-founded. 

(1.) With perfect truth, no doubt, they 
urge : that The second apocalyptic u-ild-beasi w 
staled THE FALSE PROPHET. Now, of him 
who is specially the false prophet opposed to 
Clirist the true prophet, maometis, they tell 
us, is the greek appellation: and the greek 
letters of the word maometis, when arith- 
metically computed, will be found exactly to 
contain the fatal number 666, Therefore, 
say tliey, we have a strong presumption, apre- 
sumption well nigh amounting to a certainty, 
that MAOMETIS is the name in question. 

All this would at least be plausible, if the 
name were distinctly set forth as tlie name of 
tlie second wild-beast or as the name of the 
wild-beast denominated tJie false prophet. But, 
unfortunately, the advocates of the present 
speculation liave completely mL^takeii the 
proprietorship of tlie title, 

I The name in question is the name, not of 
J second wild-beast, but of tlie first wild- 
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beast. That is to say, it is the name, not uf 
the mid-beast denominated the false prophet, 
but of the wild-beast distinffulshed by his seven 
Iteads and his ten horns. 

Now the wild-beast. Mm* distinguished, in- 
disputably and indubitably, from be^nningto 
end, sjTnbolises the secular roman em- 
pire : and I need scarcely to observe, that, of 
the Roman Empire (rom Romulus downward, 
MAOMETis can, by no possibility, be received 
as the intended appellation '. 

(2.) The name maometis may rejoice in 
the rare felicity of having been adduced, at 
diverse times, both by protestant and by 
popish expositors. Yet, even independently 



' Those Ingenioiu RonianiitB, who have delected the onu- 

hflve eiidently gone to work upon llie very sune falK prin- 
dple, Douliiless every lealous son of the Latin ChurcJi will 
be forwatd to pronounce, in furtherance o( his ccheme, each 
of those distingujihed individuala a false pTophel: but it 
would puzzle Bellarmiue himself to she», how either the 

the true nsme, either proper or deneriptive, of the seculai 
Romfta Empire. 
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of tlie iklseness of the principle upon which 
they work, we may well ask : Where is the 
indispufabiy final authority, even for writing 
at all, still less therefore for exclusirehj writing, 
the arable name of the impostor with the pre- 
cise greek letters which compose the word 
MA0METI2? 

By the popish expositor Bishop Walmesley 
(who clumsily fancies, however, that Aw 
MAOMETIS will be some yet future personal 
Turkish Antichrist assuming or bearing the 
name of the Arabian Impostor ') we are told : 
that The word is thus written by Eutkymius 
and Zonaras and Cedrenus '. 



' Walmesley proteeds upon the wild fancy, lliat we may 
eipect a fnliire and aa yet unrcvcaled pertoaal Aniichrisl, who 

during the exactly defined term of 1260 lileral or nalural 

' Walmesley's General History of the Chriatlan Church, 
chap. I. p. 320. Feuatdentius, so far as I know, was the 
first who attuck out MAOMETIE or MOAMETIS as the 
name of the wild-beast. Anrot. in Iren. p. 486. But, with 
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Now, even if Walmesley were accurate in 
his statement: what then? Ot/ier historians 
of the lat^r Empire expresH the name of the 
prophet of Mecca in various other forms. 
Why, therefore, for the purpose of aridi- 
metical calciUation, are we bound to take the 
alleged MA0METI2 of Euthymiua and Zo- 
naraaaiid Cedrenus, ratherlkan the MS2AMEA 
of Nicetas or the MEXMETH2 of Chalcocon- 
dylas or the MAXEMET of Joannes Canta- 
cuzeiiusorthe MEXEMETof Ducas Mioliael 
or the MQAMEe and the MAXOYMETHS 
of Joannes Cananus'i' 

By reason of the essentially different prin- 
ciples of alphabetic writing which severally 
prevail in the East and in tlie West, scarcely 
any two occidentals, except by previous con- 
cert, will express a hebrew or an arabic word 
perfectly/ alike in greek or roman letters. 
Consequently, since, down to the present 



rophet Luther : 
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day, tlie name of the grand impostor lias 
been written in almost an endless variety of 
forms: those, who seek the number 666 in 
his name expressed in greek letters, ought 
first to demonstrate, tliat the partiadar form 
MA0METI2I must, from some inherent neces- 
sity, be critically adopted, and that all the 
other forms must, from some inherent neces- 
sity likewise, be crificalltf rejected. In fine, 
any person, acquainted with Hebrew or Ara- 
bic, will, from the very genius of those lan- 
guages, readily perceive the utter improbability, 
that the enigmatical name, alluded to in the 
Apocalj-pse, should be an arahic word written 
and nmnbered in greek characters : because 
such a circumstance woidd make the alisolute 
strictness of an arithmetical calculation to 
depend upon the inherent laxity of an alpha- 
betical expression. 

Such would be the immediate objection to 
tlie word MAOMET12, even if Bishop Wal- 
mesley bad been _ correct in his allegation : 
but, where the interests of their Church either 
are or are supposed to be concerned, tlie 
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assertions of tlie Romish Priesthood must in 
no wise be implicitly received. Cedrenus 
writes the name MOYXOYMET: Zonaras 
writes it MS2AME0: and Eutliymius, like 
Zonaras, also writes it MQAMEO or (as it 
appears in a manitscript of the Panoplia left 
by Bishop Fell to the Bodleian Library) 
MQAMEA. Not one of tliem writes it 
MA0METI2, though Bishop Walmesley 
assures his wondering readers, that such, 
with rare unanimity, is the orthography of 
them all, 

2. With respect to the word latinus, even 
mechanically to produce the requisite number 
666, it must, in greek letters, be written 
AATEINOS. 

But, unless we can admit as a legitimate 
esception Ireiieus himself, who exliibits tlie 
word in this greek fonn purely that it may 
give the requisite number : in no greek author 
extant who has not a particular object to 
serve, whether flourishing before the christian 
era or afier the christian era, does the word, 
unless 1 greatly mistake, ever occur thiis writ- 
10 



J 
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ten. AATINOS, not AATEIN02, is inva- 
riably, I believe, the form of its expression, 
At least, I have never been able to find an 
exception : and certainly, though much etymo- 
logical ingenuity has been employed upon tlie 
abstract merits of the case, no exception, in 
point at fact, has hitherto been produced '. 

(1.) We may cheaply say, indeed, as Dr. 
More actually /iflji said: tliat, ^AATINOS 
be fouTid in greek authors, it is tlie uiisMlful 
offi-ciousness of some pragmatical scribe or critic 
that has depraved the orthographg of the toord'. 

Should such have reallg been the case, 
strange it is, that not a single place in a 



' The reasoning goes to ptove, that, although the word be 
never actually written AATE1\0£, It clearly, on the moat 
approved principles of greek and latin grammar, oughl lo Ite 
thus wri'ten. See More's Synop. Prophet, part li. book i. 
dmp. 16. 5 iviii. 4. Works, p. 595, 5B6. Newton's Dis- 
sert, on the Proph. disscrL xxv. part ii. loL iii. p. 233. A 
■ingle examplt, I take it, were of mare value than all the 
tlaborallon o( Dr. More, though approved o( by Biihop 
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single greek autliot should have escaped this 
ofGciouaneas. At all events, as I Lave already 
observed, not a single place has ever yet been 
jrroduced, in order to shame, by exhibiting tie 
alleged true reading AATEIN02, the inter- 
meddling unskilful ness which is the subject of 
Dr. More's strenuous \-ituperation. 

(2.) In truth, to a person at all acquainted 
with the genius of greek orthography, the 
temptation of fancied corrective improvement 
would have lain in a way directly opposite 
to that which Dr. More has gratuitously 
imagined. 

When transcribing a manuscript, or when 
first transferring a manuscript into print, an 
intelligent Grecian might have been strongly 
tempted to alter A ATIN02 into AATEINOS, 
just as he would have doubtless corrected 
T1PE2IA2 into TEIPE2IAS or HPAKAI- 
TOS into HPAKAEITOS: but it is difficult 
to conceive, upon what hellenic orthogra- 
phical principle, he could have been tempted 
to alter AATEINOS into AATINOS; and 
still more difficult is it to conceive, how 
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every transcriber and every compositor, whose 

handy-work has come down to us, should have 

uniformly and systematically yielded to the 

incomprehensible temptation of corrupting £1 

into L This, as Dr. More speaks, were 
indeed a piece of marvellously unskilful 

oflSdousness. 
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CHAPTER VL 

THE PHRASE, THE NUMBER OF A MAN. 

The number of the wild-beast, wUch is 
defined to be the number of the name of the 
wild-beast, is remarkably said to be also ^ 
number of a man \ 

I. This peculiar phraseology has been 
thought to be attended with some difficulty : 
and the supposed difficulty has given rise to 
a mode, of exposition, which it will be proper 
here to notice. 

1. The imagined difficulty is the following. 

If the number of a man be thought to 
denote the number of a maris name^ such a 

^ No man might buy or sell, save he, that had either the 
mark (which is) the name of the wild-beast, or the mimher rf 
his name. Here is wisdom. Let him, that hath under- 
standing, count t?ie number qf the wUd-beatt : for it la the 
number qf a man. Rev. xiii. 17» 18. 
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auppoaition will" bring out the impossible 
result, that an Empire and a man may have 
a name in common. For, since tLe wild- 
beast is doubtless the Roman Empire, since 
the number of the wild-beast la declared to 
be the number of some name of the wild- 
beast, and since the number of the wild- 
beast's name is also declared to be the number 
of a man: it is plain, that, by interpreting 
the number of a man to denote tke number oj 
a man's name, we reduce ourselves to the 
necessity of admitting the possible identity 
of a name of the Roman Empire and the 
name of some mere individual. 

2. This is the alleged difficulty : and the 
proposed method of avoiding it is the adoption 
of a different interpretation of the phrase. . 

In one part of the Apocalypse, occurs the 
phrase The manher of a man ' ; in another 
part of the same Apocalypse, occurs tJie 
phrase The measwe of a man '. These two 
phrases are pronounced to be parallel or 



i. 17. 
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homogeneous. Hence it is argued: that, 
since the measure of a man denotes the mode 
of measurinff practised amoriff men, so the 
number of a man denotes the mode of number^ 
ing prajctised among men ^ 

II. Working on this principle, a principle 
approved of by Dr. More, Mr. Potter insists, 
that the mode of numbering practised among 
men, to which the passage refers, is the 
extraction of the square root. 

Now the square root of %%%, as nearly as 
it can be found in an integral sum, is 25. 

On the strength of this calculation, Mr. 
Potter pronounces, that the real number of 
the wild-beast is not %%% simply and abso- 
lutely, but 666 computed to its square root : 
and he would shew the propriety of this 
process, partly by an allegation that the 
supposed parallel number of the Lamb is 
144 computed to its perfect square root 12, 
and partly by a multitude of very curious 

> See More's Mystery of Godliness, book ▼. chap. 16. § & 
Works, p. 134. and Newton's Dissert on the Prcplu diss. 
zxv. part ii. vol. iii. p. 231. 
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applications of the square root 25 to the 
Church of Rome '. 

' See PoHer'a Interprel. numer. 606. Amstelod. 1077. 
To give an idea of Mr. Potler's mode of antithetically apply- 
ing hia two square lools, 12 and 25, I subjoin Dr. Mare'i 
brtefabstraet orOie scheme. 

It lights ao pnt upon the Roiniah Hierarchy, that a man 
cannot but be amazed at so exact a providence. For ihii 
lucky and learned writer has, out of history, made it even 
over clear, that Twenty-fee is a character as essentially inler- 
v»oven into the Hierarchy of Kome, as Twelve is into the state 
ort)ie nen Jerusalem. And these six aaiti things, that this 
holy city is set out by in Ihe Apocalypse, namely, 

1. Twelve Gates, 

2. Twelve Angels at the Gates, 

3. Twelve Tribes written on the Gates, 

4. Twelve Foundations with Names written on thetn, 

5. Twelve thousand Furiangs the solid measure of Ihe 

Cily, 
G. Twelve mannet of Fruits of the Tree of Life, 
have their dvnOToixtia exactly in Ihe Roman Hierarchy 
and Cily, namely, 

1. FiveandtwentyGates, whether taken literally, □rmyi' 
lically for Churches to baptise in, 
Five and twenty Angels, tliat is. Pastors, 
I. Five and twenty Titles or Parishes, 
L FI>e and twenty Cardin^s, 

1 twenty thousand Furlongs, the perimeter of 
d3 
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III. To such a scheme, omitting minor 
difficulties, we may natoially object: tiiat 
Mr. Potter works exclusively on tiie prin- 
dple, tiiat The number^ in its square-rootj is 
so the number of the wHdriecLstj as to be a 
number descriptive of his various qualities 
and ACCIDENTS, or rather^ in truths to be a 
number descriptive of the various qualities 

which cube is the Circuit of Rome, as the perimeter 

of the cube twelve thousand Furlongs is the Circuit of 

Jerusalem, 
6. Five and twenty Articles of the Creed which should be 

the Food of the Tree of Life to all Believers. 
In these essential matters, and in many other things be- 
side, has he evidently shewn, how exactly the root of 666 is 
applicable to the Roman Hierarchy. More's Works, p. 135. 
All this is very ingenious, but to a plain man grievously 
unsatisfactory. The number is the tntmber qfthe name of the 
wild-beast : and the wild-beast himself is indisputably the 
secular Roman Empire from Bomuhu down to the present day* 
What, then, can this number have possibly to do with the 
five and twenty Gates, the five and twenty Pastors, the five 
and twenty Parishes, the five and twenty Cardinals, the five 
and twenty thousand Furlongs, and the five and twenty Ar- 
ticles of the Creed, of the papal city of Rome and of the papal 
Church of Rome t 
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'and ACCiDEiiTS of the Roman Church ; whereas 
the prophet specifies the manber to be so the 
number of the wild-beast or of the tecular 
Roman Empire^ only as being t/ie number of 

IV. But my present business is not to 
enter into any formal discussion of Mr. Pot- 
ter's system: my sole concern is to ascertain, 
if possible, the true import of the phrase 
77ie 7imnder of a mem. 

1. It is obvious, that any fancied difficulty, 
as to the same name being the name, at once, 
both of an Empire and of an individual man, 
cannot possibly be allowed to interfere with 
the abstract grammatical interpretation of a 



pr; 



A phjrsical impossibility wiU, indeed, compel 
lis to seek out such an interpretation of a 
phrase, as may not involve that physical 
impossibility. But, in the present case, 
nothing of llie sort encounters us. The 
example of the scriptural Askur, not to men- 
tion many other similar examples, sufficiently 
shews, that there is no impossibility in the 
d4 
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circumstance of a single man and a whole 
Empire being distinguished by one and the 
same appellation. Consequently, the alleged 
difficulty is not of such a description, as to 
compel, for the sake of avoiding it, the adop- 
tion of a particular interpretation. 

2. In reality, our inquiry into the import 
of the plu"dse, TTie nujober of a man, must be 
conducted upon a principle very different 
from the mere wish to escape a ^cied diffi- 
culty. 

(1.) That principle, I take it, must be fke 
parallelism of St John's own phraseolor/f/ : and, 
thus far, I have no right to complain of those 
who pronounce the phrase to denote tlie mode 
of numbering practised among men; for, doubt- 
less, they very justly, in practice, work upon 
this identical principle. 

{2.) Hence the sole question is : Whether 
they draw a legitimate conclusion fr&m a prin- 
ciple, the abstract justice of which is ackntnc- 
ledged an both sides. 

3. It is, as we have just seen, argued: that, 
since the measure of a man, in tlie phraseology 
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of St. Jolin, denotes the mode uf measuriiu/ 
practised anwnff men, so tfie number of a man 
must denote the mode of numberini/ practised 
amoTiff men. 

(1.) The basis of this comparative argu- 
ment plainly is : that the phrase, TIte niea- 
sure of a man, denotes the mode of measuring 
practised among meu. 

Consequently, the whole strength of the 
argument depends upon tlie solidity and se- 
curity of tlie basis, 

(2.) Now I greatly doubt, whether the 
basis he solid and secure : for I greatly doubt, 
whether the phrase, The measure of a man, 
ought, as it is used by St John, really to 
be understood as denoting the mode of mea- 
suring practised among meti. 

My own belief is : that the phrase in ques- 
tion respects, uot the general mode of mea- 
suring practised among men, by feet {for in- 
stance), and by cubits, and by furlongs, and 
by miles ; but tlie special length of one par- 
ticular measure, borrowed physically from a 
part of the human body. 
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The phrase, be it observed, as employed by 
St. John, immediately follows tlie mentioii of 
cubits > : and its plain meaning, I think, is; that 
each such cubitongktto he tmderstoodj accordxng 
to'Jhe physical measure of a man*s arm firm 
his elbow to the end of his middle finger. 

To the furlongs^ previously mentioned, the 
phrase has no respect. It purely regards the 
cubits : and the sole reason of its introduction 
is, to define the particuiar sort of cubit here 
intended. 

The Hebrews used two sorts of cubit : the 
one, the physical cubit according to the na^ 
tural measure of a man; the oiherj an artificial 
cubit, which was not according to the natural 
measure of a man, but which exceeded it by a 
handbreadth. 

Of these, the former or natural cubit is 
specified, as the measure used in measuring 
the bedstead of the gigantic king of Bashan': 

1 He measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty 
and four cubits, according to tJie measure of a man, that is, of 
the angel. Rev. zxl. 17* 

' Only Og, king of Bashan, remained of the remnant of 
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die the latter or artificial cubit is declared I 
be the measure used in measuring Ezekiel'fl J 

Hiystic third temple '. 

To prevent, then, a hasty suspicion, that 

St. John employed the same cubit as EzeMel 
^_ (their two visions having a manifest con- 
^^hecdon with each other), the Apostle first 1 
^^pells us, that hig cubit was the measure of a j 
^Kfum or the physical cubit ; just as Moses tells 1 
^^ps, that the bedstead of Og was nine cubits 
^* long and four cubits broad, afier the cubit of a 

man : and then, as if to preclude the posn- 

bility of misapprehension, he subjoins the 
^■ivords, that is, of the angel; thus intimating, 
^Hftat, since the angel appeared in the form of 

a man, the physical measure of a man and the | 

gianca. Behold, hia bedsieB.il viaa n beilstead of iron, 
not in RabbBth of the children of Amnion! Nine c 
waa the length thereof, and four cnUti the breadlb of it, 
the cubil ^a man. Deuter. iii. 11. 

■ Behold, a wall on the outjide of the house round al 

and in the man's hand a measuring reed of iix cabits 

by Ihe cubit aad aa liandhreadth i to be measured the brc 

_ of the building, one reed ; and (he height, one reed. E 
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physical measure of the angel were, of course, 
identicaL 

(3.) Such being the case, our phrase. The 
measure of a man^ employed by St. John, de- 
notes, not the mode of measuring practised 
among meriy but that physical mensuration of 
the human subject which produces the natural as 
contradistinguished from the artificial cubit. 

(4.) Hence the basis of the argument, 
which is altogether the mere arbitrary gra- 
tuitous assumption that the import of the 
phrase is the mode of measuring practised 
among men^ is shewn to be devoid of all solid- 
ity : and hence the argument itself, its basis 
being destroyed, fells, of plain necessity, to 
the ground. 

In other words, the phrase. The measure of 
a man^ affords no inductive proof, that the 
phrase, The number of a man^ denotes tikie 
mjode of numbering practised among men. 

4t. But, though the argument be palpably 
invalid, the principle^ upon which it has been 
constructed, remains quite unimpaired. 

Let us, then, see, whether this same prin- 
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»<^le, when legitiinately brought into play, 
will not, with perfect fiicility lead us to the 
true meaning of the phrase. The number of a 
m. 

(1.) In one and tlie same continaous 
lave the two phrases, Tlie number 
of a man, and "Hie number of the wild-bemi. 
Let him, that hath understandirig, comit THE 
:beb of the wild-beast : for it is the 

(2.) Here, by every just rule of composi- 
tion, and strictly on the sound principle now 
before us, the two phrases. The nmnber of the 
'.-ieoit, and Tlie number of a man, mnst be 
lerstood and interpreted homogeneously, 
(3.) But Ike jiumber of the wild-beait intxn- 
trovertibly denotes the number of the name of 
Hie wild-heast: for the Apostle himself affords 
this interpretation. 

(4.) Therefore, analog^ously, the number of 
can only denote the number of the name 
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^Bnde 



" "O Ix-iv vovv i(<ii^iod™ TON API9M0N TOT 
SPIOY- APieUO£ tip ANePQnOY Wi. Rer. xiii. 18. 
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5. In truth, the untenability of the gloss, 
which would make the number of a man to 
denote the made of numbering practised among 
men^ will readily appear by merely invertuig 
the terms of comparison. 

If the number of a man denotes the mode of 
numbering prajctised among men : then, analo- 
gously, however absiurdly, we are bound to 
pronounce, that the number of the toild'beast 
must denote the mode of numbering prajctised 
among wildrbeasts. 

V. It will be found, that this discussion 
bears strongly upon the main question now 
before us : for the circumstance of the number 
of the wild^asfs name being also ihe manber 
of a marls namej is one of the tests required 
for the legitimate discovery of the name of 

BLASPHEMY. 
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'hough, in so many letters and in so many 
syllables, St. John has not given us the pre- 
dae name of the compound symbol under 
which he exhibits tlie Roman Empire : yet 
he has laid down certain notes, which, by 
titeir unfailinglt/ concurrent applicability, may 
securely conduct ua to the true name ; while, 
by their want of uniformly coiicurreiit appli~ 
cability in every other ease, they effectually 
exclude aH false pretenders. 

As laid down by tlie inspired Apostle, the 
discriminatuig notes are live in number. 

Where, with fatal exactness, all tliese five 
notes concur in a single proposed name : we 
may be morally sure, that that name is the 
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name, which he beheld impressed upon all 
the seven heads of the hierogljrphic. 

But, where, in any proposed name, they 
faU to concur vnwersaUy, even though the 
feilure should be no greater than that of one 
note out of the five : we may be quite sure, 
that that name cannot be the name alluded to 
by St John* 

The following are the five notes, which, in 
such an inquiry, the Apostle has laid down for 
our guidance. 

The name of the ivild-ieast is the name of 

BLASPHEMY Or THE NAME OF APOSTASY *. 

The name of the toild-beast^ impressed upon 
each of his seven heads as a mark or stigma^ 
is a nam£ descriptive of his charajcter in matters 
appertaining to religion: and so jealous is he 
in respect to this particular^ thatj while he 
compels all his subjects similarly to receive on 
their foreheads the mark of his name or (in 
other words) to adopt the apostatic religious 
system which for the time being he patronises 
and upholdsj he tyrannically interdicts, from 

^ Rev. ziii. 1. zyii. 3. 
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~buying or selling, every individual, who should 
refuse to he thus branded or stigmatised'. 

The number of the wild-beast, or the mimber 
iTt/terentin his name of blasphemy, is also the 
number of some particvlar man : whence, ohvi~ 
ously, since the name is ruled by the number, 
and since the number of the wild-beast and the 
number of the man are identical, the religiously 
descriptive name of tlie wild-beast and the 
religiously descriptive name of the man alluded 
to must be identical also '. 

The number of the wild-beast is the number 
of the name of the wild-beast: and that number, 
when properly calculated, is six kvtidred and 
threescore and six '. 

But the very calculation of the number, even 
haply tiie name of the wild-beast shall 

ive been discovered, is itself a matter of diffi- 
culty, and is by no means a process meelianically 
obvious to any individual : for it requires the 
exertion of what the Apostle calls Wisdom or 
Understanding *. 

> Eev. liii. 1, 6, 6, 15, 10, I7. » Rev. nil!, la 
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I. Let lis begin with observiog, wlutlier 
tlie_^r«/ of our five notes will conduct us. 
Tlie name of the wild-hmst is tiie name of 

BLASPHEMY Or THE NAME OF APOSTASY. 

1. From the very terms of the present note, 
none, save a name expres^ve of hlaspliemy or 
apostasy, can be the intended name of the 
wild-beast. 

2. Now, in Greek, the language employed 
by St. John to communicate his vision, either 
of the two words BAAS'I'HMOS and AIIOS- 
TATH2, in English blasphemeii and apos- 
tate, will perfectly answer to the requisition 
of the note : and, beside these two words, no 
other third suitably expressive word, unless 
peradventure APNOYMENOS or denieb, 
can be found, I helieve, in the whole cdrde 
of the greek languag^e. 

3. Therefore, at the very commencement 
of our inquiry, we find ourselves driven to 
pronounce: that either BAA24>HM02 or 
AnOSTATHS must be that name of blas- 
phemy which ia tlie name of the wild-beast. 

II. Let us, however, examine, whether 
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these two equipollent names will bear the 
test involved in our second note. 

The name of the wild-beast, impressed upon 
each of his seven heads, as a mark or stigma^ 
is a name descriptive of his character in mat- 
ters appertaininff to religion: and so jealous is 
he in respect to this parliailar, that, while Ae 
compels all his sulijects similarly to receive on 
their foreheads the mark of his name or (in 
other words) to adopt the apostatic religious 
St/stem which fir the time being he patronises 
and upholds, he tyrannically interdictSf from 
buying or selling, every individual who should 
refuse to he thus branded or stigmatised. 

With the requisition made in tlie second 
note, the two equipollent names blaspbemus 
and APOSTATES, to which we have been con- 
ducted by the necessary tenor of the first 
note, perfectly and even minutely comply. 

1. As the impression of the name of God, 
even of the Lamb and of the Father upon 
the foreheads of the 144,000 saints, indicates 
their devotion to sound religion ' : so either 
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the name blasphemus or tbe name apos- 
tate, when impressed upon each at die 
seven heads of the wild-beast, will fully and 
accurately indicate his diaracter so &r as his 
religious principles are oancemed. Whether 
pagan or papal, mohammedan or infidel, his 
theology is blasphemaiu or aposiatic Whence^ 
88 his mark or stigina, he himself bean, the 
descriptive name of either blaspelemus or 
apostates. 

2. Nor has he been content with only 
bearing the name of blasphemy himtdf: 
under the precise penalty announced in the 
prediction, he has, whether pagan or papal, 
laboured diligently to impress it likewise 
upon all his mbjects. 

(1.) While Paganism was the fostered wpo^ 
tasy of the Roman Empire, Dioclesian pub- 
lished an edict : that No person should either 
sell or administer any thing to the Christians, 
unless they should first have burned incense to 
the gods ^ 

^ Dloclesitnui limile edictum edldit, ne quis quidquam 
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(2.) And, in like manner, while Popery 
was its cherished apostasy, the third Council 
of Lateran held at Rome in the year 1179 
under Pope Alexander the third, the synod 
of Tours held in France under the same 
spiritual tyrant, and tlie hull of Pope Martin 
the fifth published after the Council of Con- 
stance in the year 1414, all equally enacted : 
that No one should presume to exercise com- 
merce, in the way of either huying or seUing, 
with those who were denounced as heretics '. 

Chtistianis venderet buI subminlatrarct, nisi prius thura diii 
adolevUaenl : dc quo, in hyrano Juetini Miu-tyria, ita canil 
Beda. Non illis eoiendi quidquam aut vcndendi copia, nee 
ipsatn haurice aquam dabatur licenlta, antequam Ihurifica- 
renl detestandiB idoUe. Med. Comiuent. Apoc par. ii. Oper. 
p. 609. 

> Ne quii eos in domo vel in terra sua tenere, teI fovert, 
Tel Degoliationem cum iia eitrcere prssumat. Concil. Later. 
III. can. xivil. Labb. Concil. vol. x. p. 1522, 1521 

culum lie quiaquam in (erta Kua pr^bere, ant pTsaidium im- 
pertiri, prssumal ) led ncc in Tenditione aut emptione aliqua 
cnm lis conmiunio babeaturi ut, solatia aaltem humanitatti 
unino, ab ettore vin lun lesipiactre cogantur. Synod. 
Turon. apud Xliaer. de succeii. ecclei. c viii. sect. 26. 
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IIL We win now jmMseed to die Aird 
note laid down by die jm^Iiet, as character^ 
isdcally nuridng die besdal name of blas- 
phemy. 

771^ mmAer ofAe wUdrbeast^ or Ae number 
inherent in his name of hiagphanyj is also Ae 
manber of some particular man : whence^ ob" 
viously, since Ae name is ruled by the number ^ 
and since the number of the wild-ieast and Ae 

Ne hsretioos in guis districdbus domidlia tenere, con- 
tractus inire, negotiationes exeicere, aut humanitatis solatia 
cum Christianis habere, permittat BnIL P. Marian V. apud 
Daubnz. p. 598. 

Our own William the Conqueror had already shewn his 
devotion to the Pope by predsely the same brutish exerdse 
of antichristian tyranny. 

Ut neminem in sua potestate aliquid emere aut vendere 
permiserit, quern apostolicse sedi deprehenderit inobedien- 
tem. Roger. Hoveden. apud Usher, de success, eodes. c 
vii. sect 7* 

It is remarkable, that, in the present disgraceful persecu- 
tion of Protestantism by the Irish Romanists, the self-same 
ominous barbarism has again been resorted to : a practice, 
by which the Popish Priesthood, at once exhibit themselves 
to be genuine members of the apostate Action, and clearly 
shew that their ruthless superstition still remains unaltered. 
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mnnber of the man are identical ; the religiously 
descriptive name oftlie toild-beaat, and tJte reli- 
giously descriptive name of the man alluded ft>» 

\t be identical also. 
^' 1. According to die purport of the present 
' DOte, if the name blasphemus or the name 
APOSTATES be indeed the name of the wild- 
beast which St, John beheld inscribed on all 
^■^fe seven heads : it must also be the descnp- 
^^■fire name of some particular man, who has 
^^Bmdered himself badly eminent and eon- 
^^■picuous by bis promotion of blasphemy or 
^^'Vqxetasy, and who may thence with special 
fitness be denominated The Blasphemer or 
The Apostate, 
(1.) In regard to this particular man, thus 
irtably pointed out, it may be observed : 
■ both that He must be some very eminait 
person ; and that He must stand in close poli- 
Heo-tkeologicul connection with the wild-beast, 
hose number and whose name he thus specially 
vticipates. 

, (2.) It may be added: that, since he is 
bus peculiarly branded as An Apostate in the 
10 
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midst of a multitude of minor and less influen- 
tial apostates, we may fairly expect ; both that 
He will be a peculiar subject of scriptural prO' 
phecy, and that He will there be reprobated 
under the precise aspect of Ain apostate who 
is the leader o^ apostates or who is the spiri- 
tual head of an apostasy eommensurate wUk 
the dominions of the wild-bea^t bearing the 
descriptive name of blasphemus or apos- 
tates. 

2. Now, to this mingled character, the 
extraordinary person, who by St. Paul had 
already been foretold under the appellation of 
THE man of sin, perfectly and fully answers. 

(1.) That Apostle predicts: that, In the 
latter timeSf some shall apostatise from the 
faith, giving heed to error-teaching spirits and 
to doctrines concerning demons ^ And he con- 
nects the revelation of the man of sin with 
the coining of a great apostasy : for, in fiict, 
by the revelation of that lawless one as its 

* 'Ev vvrkgoiQ cacpoTc AHOSTHSONTAI nviQ r^c 
iciaTiws, 1 Tim. iv. L 
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slensible bead, the apostasy in qnestion is 
completed '. 

(2.) Tlie man of sin, therefore, the head 
and chief promoter of that later blasphemy of 
the Roman Empire, the papally demonola- 
trous or saint- worshipping apostasy, is of 
course himself preeminently the Apostate. 

3. Thus, as required by tlie third note, the 
name and consequently the inherent number 
of the wild-beast are the name and number of 
a man. For St. Paul fixed the descriptive 
name of the man of sin to be apostates ; and 
the name of the wild-beast, as determined by 
the first note, can only be either apostates 

or BLASPHEMU8. 

IV. From the third note, let us next 
advance to the arithmetical gage propounded 
in the fourth note. 

TTie number of the wild-beast is the number 
of the name of the wild-beast : and that number, 
when properly calculated, is six hundred and 



> 'Edv nil IXBy >( AnOSTASIA wpuiroi'. 2 Thesi. 
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1. From the necessity of the apostolical 
language, which designates the religiously 
descriptive name of the roman wild^-beast as 
the name of blasphemy f we have been led to 
the conclusion: that The namej which St 
John beheld impressed upon all his seven fieads, 
can only have been either the wordBUkSTUBUVS 
or the word APOSTAT^a, 

And accordingly, we have found: that 
Stich an appellation perfectly ayrees with the 
three specified notesy which have been hitherto 
considered. 

2. The fourth note, however, supplied by 
the Apostle, appears at once to put an extin^ 
guisher upon the whole investigation as con* 
ducted agreeably to the principles which have 
been here adopted. 

(1.) Whatever may be the precise verbal 
name of the wild-beast, its letters, when 
arithnietically computed, produce the exact 
number %%Q ^ 

^ Some have fancied, that the number 666 is |i period of 
years : and they supposci that, by calculating 666 years from 
the time when the Apocalypse was written, they can attain 
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(2.) Now the name elaspiiemus, when 
aritliinetically calculated, brings out the num- 
ber 1051 '; and the name apoktat^s, when 
arithmetically calculated, brings out the num- 
ber 1160'. 

(3.) Therefore, by the very tenor of the 
fourth note, it might seem: that Neither 
blasphemus nor apostates can be tlie name 
in question. 

the Inie date of the commencement of the tyranny of the 
wild-beail, and thence of the (.ommi?nccmenl of the 4S 
moDlha or the 1200 mystical days to which Che continuance 
of that tyranny ia limited. 

Othen, again, bare imagined, that the numbet G66 ii it- 
>eif nothing else tlisn a date, though a date ^ving the com-- 
mencement of the 1260 yeara. Accordingly, they have dii- 
coTcred, that in the year 6GC, Pope Vitalian first commanded, 
Ihot the bervice of the Church should he performed only in 

How either of these speculstionB csu be made to square 
with the prophetic definition of the number of the wild- 
leut, certainly passes my own comprehension. 

■ B, 2 ; + A, 30 1 + A, 1 ; + S, 200 i + *, 600 : + 
H, 8i + M, 40i + 0,70; + S, 200: = 1051. 

■ A, 1 ! + n, 80 : + O, 70 ; + 2, 200 ; + T, 300 ; + 
1,1; +T,300i +H,8i +S,a00: = 1160. 
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V. Such, on a hasty glance, appears to be 
the net^essary result from the fourth note: 
but, if we duly attend to its explanatory suo 
cessoTj we may perhaps find ourselves brought 
to a different conclusion. 

77ie very calculation of the number^ even 
when haply the name of the wiM-bea^t shall 
have been discover ed^ is itself a matter of difpr 
culty^ and is by no means a process mechanically 
obvious to any individual : for it requires the 
exertion of what the Apostle calls Wisdom or 
Understanding. 

1. It is a remarkable circumstance, though 
a circumstance most unaccountably overlooked 
by commentators on the Apocalypse : that St 
John makes the exertion of what he calls 
Wisdom or Understanding^ to respect, not the 
discovery of the rmme^ but the calcidation of it 
when discovered^, 

1 Dr. More is one of those very few persons, who have 
noted, that, according to the statement of the Apostle, the 
wisdom consists, not in the discovery of the namet but in the 
computation of the number : though I cannot admit the jus- 
tice of his conclusion from such premises, that Mr. Potter's 
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E is Wisdom, het him, iluit hath 
Uiiderstanding, calcvlate the nundier of 
tlie wiid-beast. For it is ffte number of a 
man ; and his number is six hundred and three- 
score and six \ 

2. Yet, remarkable as such a circumstance 
is, we may pronounce it to be in truth notliing 
more than what might have been fiiirly antici- 
pated. The Apostle himself read the name : 
and, effectively, he discovered it to the whole 
world, by declaring it to be the name of 



principle, 

belhetni 



] nhich I have alresdy Hdverted, nmif therefore 
one. The general remark of Dr. More, however 



andsc 






it Beems, there is some skill to bo used therein, be- 
he Buitli : Here it wianoM ; and Let hini, thai bulk 
ilate the number of the beast. Which, 
if it were but the putting of the numerBt letters of some name 
together, would he hut a very petty piece of skill. All the 
skill or rather luck would be lo find out the name : but there 
will be no akill at all in calculating of the number. But the 
text saith : Let him, thai hath skill, calcalate the numbeu 
Iff Ike beatt. And it sets down the very number, that is lo 
be numbered. Mote's Mystery of Godliness, twok v. chap. 



t Rev. 



Works, 
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blasphemy or apostasy. Hence, for whatever 
reason, wbile he lays no stress upon the du- 
eovery, as jf that were a matter alreadt/ accom- 
plished : he distinctly intimates, that, in the 
fxdeulation of the name, there was great diffi- 
culty ; so that, in his apprehension, it would 
require a considerable measure of wisdom or 
understanding. 

This, accordingly, we find to be the 
case. 

(1.) That either blasphemus or apos- 
tates is the name in question, we feel morally 
certain from the declarative phraseology of St. 
John : and yet, if we arithmetically compute 
the respective letters of these two words, we 
find, perhaps with some sensation of disap- 
pointment, that neither of them will bring out 
the specified ntunber. 

(2.) Now why, in the management of each 
word alike, do we equally fiiil in producing 
the desired result ? 

Clearly, because we have not falfilled the 
terms ho distinctly laid down by the Apostle. 
He demands wisdom at our hands: and toe 
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I iallen to work in a manner purel 
ckanical. 

(3.) For let us consider, how tlie matter 
really stands at the present stage of tlie dis- 
cussion. 

In computing the component letters of the 
two words BLASPHEMus and APOSTATES, SO as 
to bring out the two unsatisfactory numerical 
results 1051 and 1 160, it is obvious : that no 
wisdom or vnderstanding has in any wise been 
displayed. The whole process, in each case, 
has been purely mechanical: so purely me- 
chanical, indeed, that a mere school-boy, ac- 
quainted with the arithmetical powers of tlie 
greek letters, might, with the utmost facility 
and without the least exertion of intellect, 
have made precisely the same calculations. 
Hence, even if the letters of one of these two 
words had thus mechanically brought out the 
exact sum of 666 ; that circumstance, though 
an apparent confirmatiwi, would only have i 
been a real impediment : because, on such a | 
supposition, the distinct statement of the pro- ] 
phecy, that Wisdom or Understaiidiiuf tcoultt \ 
e4 
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be requisite to calculate the mmJber compr^ 
hended in the namcy would not have been 
fiilfiUed^ 

(4.) Yet, though, when calculated mechamr 
cally or without toisdamj neither blasphemus 
nor APOSTAT^ will give the specified number 
666 : it does not therefore follow, that one of 
the two names is incapable of producing that 
number, when calculated tmmechanically or 
with wisdom. 

3. The matter now before us will lead to 
an inquiry, not a little curious in itself, and 

* I apprehend, that this single circumstance alone effec- 
tually shuts out all those names, which are usually produced 
as the supposed name of the wild-beast. Each, by its £ei- 
vourer, is asserted to be the name in question : and, in proof 
of the allegation, its numerical letters, when summed up, 
are stated to bring out the exact amount of 666. But this 
summing up is purely a mechanical operation, which re- 
quires neither wisdom nor understanding : whereas, accord- 
ing to the terms of the prophecy, wisdom or understanding 
is essentially necessary toward the right conducting of the 
process. Therefore no name, the letters of which by mere 
mechanical computation bring out the number 666, can pos- 
sibly be the intended name of the wild-beast. 
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likewise (if I mistake not) in point of its result i 
altogether satistactory. 

( 1.) St. John saw and read the name of the | 
wild-teast, as impressed upon aU his se\ 
heads: and thence, from his own ocular in- | 
spection, he pronounced it to be the name or 

BLASPHEMY OF THE NAME OF APOSTASY. 

When he had read it, and when he had i 
been told that the number contained in it ii 
666 ; he naturally attempted the computadou i 
of its letters : but he found, that, by no mode 
of reckoning wjtli which he was acquainted, 
could he bring out the specified number. 

Hence lie reasonably pronounced the cal- 
culation of tlie number to require wisdom : 
and hence, in a sort of despair (if I may so 
speak), he exclaimed ; Let kim, that ftath un- 
dersloTidinff, calculate the number of the wihl- 

(2.) However tlie fact is to be accounted 
for, he himself did not possess tlie true prin- 
ciple of computation. 

- He believed and he recorded, that the name 
F blasphemy, which he beheld, would, when 
e5 
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rightly calculated, produce the precise sum of 
666 : and he so believedf because he had been 



But that sum he himgelfeoalA not bring out 
of the name : and, therefore, he referred its 
then sealed up calculation to a future age, 
when, by some discovery of a true principle, 
or by some change in the then prevalent mode 
of reckoning, the necessary measure of wisdom 
or understanding should be communicated. 

In all this, there is nothing but what 
well accords with the systematically gradual 
development of prophecy, as its roll is by 
the hand of time slowly and regularly un- 
folded. 

(3.) Since the name of blasphemy itself) 
like the whole comprehending book of the 
Apocalypse, was expressed in the greek /ob- 
gvage ; the character, in which the Apostle 
beheld the name of blasphemy impressed upon 
the heads of the wild-beast, must obviously 
have been the greek character : and, that he 
beheld it thus impressed in the uncial or 
capital greek letters, and not in the cursive or 
10 
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Small greek letters, seems, on the whole to be 
morally certain '. 

Doiibtiees, indeed, the inscription in the 
greek cursive character, even with the accom- 
panying accents and spirits, discovered in the 
year 1743 at Resina on a wall which forms 
the angle of a street leading to the theatre, 
plainly intimates: that That character had 
been invented, at least in vert/ many of itt 
letters, prior to t/te destruction of Hercidanetim 
in the year 79, and therefore prior to the reign 
ofDomiticm in which St. John is generally ad- 
mitted to have written the Apocalypse. 
■^ But, since both the oldest manuscripts of 



' It has always appeared to me strangely incongruous to 
seek (lie name of blaiphemy in any oilier language and dm- 
raeler than the Greek. If this view of the matter be Just, 
various names in Hebren and in Latin, which have aeverally 
been adduced aa the apocalyptic name of Ihe wHd-beait, 
must, from the very circumstance of their being hebrevf and 
latin {even mere they onobjectiouable in other respects), be 
thrown aside as inherently untenable. Such is the some- 
what favourite hsbrew name Eomiru : and such are the very 
commonly adduced titles v 



£5 
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the New Testament now extant, and also the 
greek papyri found at Herculaneum, are 
written in uncial letters; i^parently on the 
principle, that The uncicds were used in grand 
public works and were employed by those who 
wrote with a view to beauty and permanence : 
the presumption is, that the Apostle beheld 
and read the name of blasphemy, impressed as 
the mark or stigma of the wild-beast, in the 
uncial, not in the cursive, letters \ 

^ Qui et Apocalypsin viderat. Neque enim ante maltmn 
temporis visum est, sed paene sub nostro seculo, ad finem 
Domitiani imperii. Iren. adv. hser. lib. v. c. 25. p. 355. 

I. For his kindness in extracting and communicating the 
subsequent information, I am indebted to my valued friend 
the Rev. L. V. Harcourt. 

1. On the sixth of March, 1743, at Resina, oh a wall 
which formed the angle of a street leading to the theatre, 
was found, written in black and red letters, i>Q tv ao^v 
povXevfid rdf ^roXXd^ X^H'^C vuef. It is written in the 
cursive character : and has the accents and spirits marked. 
Pitt Antiche di Ercolano. vol. ii. p. 34. 

2. Or di quel peso sia questa inscrizione, la di cui anti- 
chita d incontrastabile, per terminar la questione suir epoca 
delli accenti che da pochi si d sospettato essersi a tempo di 
Cicerone usati e da tutti gli altri comunalmente si son finora 
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Hence, if we suppose the name of the wild- 
beast to be APOSTATj^s (for, by no mode of 

creduti introdolti verso il settimo secolo, et dalla forma de* 
caratteri greci minusculi, non vi d chi nol vegga. Montfauc. 
Ant. YoL ii. p. 34. 

3. This inscription, says Scholz, as containing a moral 
maxim, was exposed to public observation. 

This, surely, supposes a character in use and known to 
alL How, then, does it happen, that, among the greek in- 
scriptions of the ages, before Titus and after, which have 
been published, no inscription until the sixth century should 
erer have been seen written in that character or with the 
marks of accents ? Are we to say, that this character was 
lost just after the time of Titus, and reappeared in the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth centuries when we see it in the manu- 
scripts of that age? Sir W. Drummond's Herculanens. 
dissert, viii. 

II. Of this difficulty, naturally enough propounded by Sir 
W. Drummond, I have given, in the text, what I believe to 
be the true solution. 

The cursive character was originally employed, only in fa- 
miliar intercourse, or in matters (like the Resina inscription) 
analogous to familiar intercourse : while, in grave public in- 
scriptions of a commemorative nature and in the manuscripts of 
Works destined for perpetuity, the uncial character was syste- 
matically preferred. 

Of the latter, many have come down to us : of the former. 
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cdknladcMiy can die faked number be elicited 
from tke perallel word blasphemus) : thai 
wwd APOSTAT^ would Lave been presented 
to the eyes of St John in the imcial form of 
AnOCTATHC. 

To the present question, however, it mat- 
ters not, whether he read the name uncially ex- 
pressed AFIOCTATHC, or cursively ex- 
pressed aroqrarifc: for, in either case, on the 
supposition that the name is really APOSTAxis, 
it is dear, that, by no possibility, could the pro- 
phet have extracted die number 666 out of a 
name tims expressed : yet, on such a supposi- 
tion, it is equally dear, that, by same mode of 
computation, tiie name was positively de- 
dared to be capable of producing that precise 
number. 

(4.) Here, tiien, lies die enigma : and, in 

none (appertaining to that very eariy age) save the Resina 
inscription. 

Gradually! howerer, the j^ater conTenience of the cur- 
sive character was so clearly felt and allowed, that, at length, 
it was employed in regular manuscripts of Works as well as 
in the fiimiliarity of private correspondience. 
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" the days of St, John, that euigtna was inca- 
pable of solution ; because it depended upon 
a peculiar mo<le of abbreviated wTiting, which 
at that time had not been invented, and which 
consequently at that time could not have been 
employed. 

The inconvenience, attendant upon the 
transcription of whole volumes in the uncial 
greek character, led to the gradual invention 
and to the ultimate general use of the cur- 
sive greek character. Accordingly, as this 
latter character had been contrived anterior 
to the writing of the Apocalypse : so some 
Jbrms of it, as the a and the X and the jj and 
the ti>, appear, intermingled with the uncial 
letters, in tlie oldest manuscripts of the New 
Testament. But, apparently on the principle 
laid down above, no manuscripts, older than 
the tenth century, occur, which are regularly 
and uniformly expressed in the cursive 
character : and it may specially be noted, 
that the particular cursive form c is "ot found 

^m in any manuscripts earlier than the thirteenth 

^^b^tury. 
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Yet, even in the cursive character, though 
a manifest graphical improvement upon the 
tardy and inflexible imcial, the writing of 
Greek, from the necessity of taking the pen 
oflf the paper in the formation of each sepa- 
rate letter, is still sufficiently wearisome. 
Hence, to remedy this inconvenience, an 
additional attempt was made to increase the 
cursiveness of the cursive character by an 
approximation, though a very imperfect 
approximation, to what we famUiarly deno- 
minate running-hand. The attempt in ques- 
tion led to the invention of those complex or 
compound forms, which by a single uninter- 
rupted motion of the pen, severally expresses 
two or more letters: and, beyond this, the 
greek language, as a written character, has 
never, I believe, proceeded. 

Now, in the construction of these compendia 
or (as they are usually styled) contractions, 
the compendium s- was framed out of the two 
distinct cursive letters g and r: and, since 
(as I have stated Above) the cursive form c 
does not occur in any manuscripts older than 
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tte tliirteentli century, the compentlium s-, 
into which the cursive form q enters, is found, 
as might naturally he anticipated, in no maun- 
scripts older than the tliirteenth or fourteenth 
century. 

Such was the origin and antiquity of the 
compendium s-, as employed to represent the 
two cursive letters c and t. 

But, by a very curious accidental or rather 
unintentional coincidence, the compendium, 
thus produced, exactly corresponded, in point 
of form, with the notation, finally employed 
to designate arithmetically the number six, 
and itself apparently derived from the figiu-e, 
as it occupies the place, of the now obsolete 
Vau or Digamma '. 



cDTBiTe characlers of the greek language, I am indebted to 
the kindness of Dr. Blomfield, the present very learned 
Bishop of London. It may be useful and proper to subjoin 
his onn stalement in bis onn precise words. 

Ilmk upon it as certain; thai, whelhtr the literie mi- 
taucultt had been iiwested before the ckrvtisH era or nol, the 
bootio/the New Testament were teriifen, by Iheir authort 
cT by the omanueBiet ijf Iheir aulhori, nat in cariive, bat fn 
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4« From this gradual combination of dr- 
comstanceS) which were in a course of occurs 

mwialf characters ; for the oldest manuscripts cf ike New 
Testament now extant are written in uncial letters, and so 
are the greek papyri found at Herculaneum. No manuscripts 
older than the tenth eeniury, are wrOten in tJie cursive 
character I that is to say, in what we commonly caU thg 
cursive character: for the uncial character j in which the 
oldest manuscripts of the New Testament are unittenf has 
some forms qfthe cursive, as the a, X, %, and io; but not the 
form g, which is not found in any manuscript earlier than the 
thirteenth century. Bast, Comm. Pakeogr* p. *J33i I%$ 
compendium ^ was formed of this modem form of the final g : 
andt I believCf occurs in no manuscript older than the thir- 
teenth or fourteenth century, 

I. I have said : that the notation ? was finally employed 
arithmetically to designate the number six. 

The word finally I use, because various modifications of 
the same general form, all borrowed in cursive hand from 
the sixth letter of the original greek alphabet, namely the 
Fau or Digamma P, had been previously employed for this 
arithmetical purpose. One of these forms, that which seems 
to have immediately preceded and introduced the modem or 
present ?, was, as the Bishop of London states, g. 

II. The ultimifte graphical coincidence of the arithme- 
tical ^ and the literal 7, in point of actual form, is deserving 
of special notice ; inasmuch as, though perfectly identiciU in 
shape, they sprang from two entirely different oHgint, For 



^^^ ami 



LYPTIC NAME OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 91 

rence during the lapse of the middle ages, 
the result so far as our present investigation is 
C(mcemed, will prove not a little remarkable. 
(1.) Whether the word APOSTAT^H be mit- 
in the uncial character AFIOCTATHC, 
that character was employed for perma- 
nent manuscripts and for grave eonnniemo- 
rative public inscriptions; or whether It be 
■written in the cursive character a7ro(n-«Ti)c» 
as that character, after its invention, was 
iginaliy used for writings of a more familiar 
icription : in either case, if, disregarding 
'Bie apostolic intimation that the number 
'jpannot be counted without icisdom, we persist 
a mere meclianical computation ; we shall 



le srithmetkal 7 has no concern with the Ulten c and r; 
pkW, ■landing Hs it does io the sixth piace of tlie numerical 
gneit Blphaliet, it is evidendy nothing else than the curaive 
fbrm of the original sixth greek letter p : while the literai ? 
has no concern with the original aiith greelt letter Ft but is 
Ondoobtedly a compendium or contraction produced by the 
anrfflve junction of the two cursive forms j and r. 

Yet, by this ultimate graphical coinaidence, the arithme- 
tl *- and the literal t will he found to solve the numerical 
)f the Apticalypse. 
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find, that the component letters, being 
throughout, according to both modes of writ- 
ing, equal in respect to arithmetical value, 
will alike produce, not the number 666, but 
the number 1160 ^ 

^ I put tbe alternative of uncial or cursive, because it 
matters not to my purpose, in which of the two characters St 
John beheld the name inscribed. But, that he really beheld 
it in the uncial character, there can, I think, be very little 
doubt. For such an opinion, the practice of all andquity is 
an amply sufficient voucher. 

On the supposition that Apostath was really the inscribed 
name of blasphemy. There can he no doubt, says the Bishop 
of London, of St, John having written apoctathc. In that 
uncial form, and in no other, the Apostle must have beheld 
it He saw it, I apprehend, branded, as the mark of the 
wild-beast, upon all his seven heads. For the name, as some 
have erroneously fancied, is not one thing, while the mark is 
quite another thing. On the contrary, the mark is nothing 
else, than the brand or impress or stamp of the name. 
Character hestia, as Mede well remarks, non est propria 
nisi NOMiNis. Med. Comment. Apoc in loc. Oper. p. 509. 
This view of the matter is fully established by the best and 
most approved reading of the original. Tb x^P«rf*<*» ^* 
hvofia Tov Qfipiov : Hie mark, the name of the wtld-heast. 
Thus reads Griesbach, omitting, as an interpolation, the 
vulgar intermediate ^, or. The mark, I repe&t it, was not 
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(2.) Yet, if the same word apostatiJs be 
written after a mode unknown when St. 
Jolin flourished ; tliat is to say, if the same 
word APOSTATES be written in the cursive 
character with the introduction of the com- 
pendium r to express by one notation the 
two consecutive letters ct and t : it will then, 
in its present familiar form of an-oG-arijC) 
toing out the precise number 666 '. 
f 5. Thus, I take it, the requisition of the 
fifith note, viewed as explanatory of the fourth 
note, wiil be fully answered. * 

(1.) Reading the name of the wild-beast, 
as inscribed upon all liis seven heads in the 
uncial form of AnOCTATHC ; learning that 
the naine, when properly computed, would 
produce the number 666; and finding, upon 
trial, that, by no mode of computation with 
he was acquainted, would the name 
out the fated number : the Apostle 
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make the experiment, simply as an experiment : and I fomid, 
that the required number 666 was the exact product. 

Still I could not recollect, where I had seen the word 
APOSTATJ^s brought forward as the name of the wild-beast : 
and the consequence was, that I was compelled to publish 
my /Sacred Calendar of Prophecy without making an ac- 
knowledgment. 

Some time after the publication of that Work, happen- 
ing to be on a visit to my friend Mr. Vernon Harcourt, 
what I had vainly endeavoured to recover I found, where I 
had little expected to find it, in a volume of the Works of 
Archdeacon Wrangham. The Archdeacon being then acci- 
dentally, with myself, a visiter in the same house, I, of 
course, immediately stated to him the preceding circum- 
stances : and I gladly take this second opportunity (I have 
already made a first opportunity), of giving them to the 
Public. 

Certain ^rther remarks, upon the adoption of the word 
APOSTATES and upon the antiquity of the rationali of its 
adoption, will be given below, chap. ix. 




It may be usefiil, in conclusion, to Tecapitu- 

late, and to offer some few remarks upon, the 

five discriminating notes. 

^^^ I. We have now seen, that the name apos- 

^^^bttATiss fiiliy answers to the joint requisitions 

^^P^ the fourtli and fifth notes lidd down by St. 

Jolui, as it had previously answered to the 

several requbitions of the first and second and 

I third notes. The siunmary, tlierefore, of the 
JHfrespondence, will stand as follows. 
!• 1. The name apostates, according to the 
requisition of ihe^rst note, is a name of blas- 
phemy or apostasy. 
■ 2. The name apostates, according to the 
lequisition of the second note, is a name de- 
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scriptive of the wild beast's character in 
matters appertaining to religion : which name, 
as expressive of a principle^ he has sought, 
under the penalty of an interdict from buying 
and selling, violently to impose upon all his 
subjects. 

3. The name apostates, according to the 
requisition of the third note, is the name, 
still viewed as expressing a principle^ of an 
eminently conspicuous man, announced in 
prophecy imder the precise aspect of connec- 
tion with an apostasy. 

4. The name apostates, according to the 
requisition of the fourth note, is a name, 
which, in its arithmetical letters, comprehends 
the exact prescribed number 666. 

5. But the name apostati^s, according to 
the requisition of the fifth note, is a name, 
which comprehends that &tal number, only 
when calculated with what St. John calls 
wisdom or understanding* 

II. This quintuple coincidence seems to 
demonstrate, with at least an approximation 
to mathematical certaintyj, that apostatiSs and 



^P^ But, 



FIVE DISCRIMINATING NOTES. 99 

APOSTATES alone, is that name of blasphemy, 
which is the theologically descriptive name of 
the Roman Empire. 

m I. Without any impeachment of the value 
bf the test, it is no difficult matter to conceive: 
that, with any si7iffle note out of those five 
notes which are propounded by St. John, 
different names may be found to cor- 
•nd. 

But, when all the Jive notes are combined, 
so as to form one Joint ami coneurrmg test : in 
that case, even to say nothing of what b called 
the law of chances, a test so constructed would 
plainly lose all its efficacy a^ a test, if jTiore 
than some one single specific name might be 
subjected to it with a satisfactory result. 

2. Accordingly, in Greek and in Latin and 
in Hebrew, various names or titles have been 
discovered or contrived, all of which, with 
tolerable handsomenesai agree in producing 
the required number 666. 

But let any one of the names, adduced on 
the mere insulated arithmetical principle, be 

night to tlie five-fold test laid down by the 
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Apostle : and its glaring defectiveness will 
immediately appear. With the arithmetical 
note however imperfectly, and perhaps yet 
additionally with this or with that other note, 
such a name may be found to correspond: 
but, with all the Jive notes, conjointly used as 
one test, it does not correspond. Either here^ 
or there^ we invariably detect a feilure \ 

' Thus, to exemplify what I mean, the name Aarcivoc, if 
its orthography can be tolerated, will correspond with the 
fourth note, but not with the first and second and third and 
fifth. 

Thus the title 'H Aarivri BaaiXda, which has been con- 
trived with an eye to correct orthography, will correspond 
with the fourth note, but with none of the other notes. 

Thus the name "M-adfunQf if we pass over the gross 
mistake, involved in its very adoption, through which the 
proprietorship of the name is ascribed to the second apoca- 
lyptic wild-^ beast instead of the first, may correspond with 
the third and fourth notes, but does not correspond with the 
first and second and fifth. 

Thus the name n^O')l corresponds with the fourth note, 
but vnth none of the others. 

Thus the titles Vicaritts Filii Dei and Ficarius Dei gene- 
ralis in terris correspond severally with the fourth note, and 
may perhaps be said yet additionally to correspond with the 
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3. Now, with the sole exception of the 
name apostatiJs, this remark, so far as I am 
aware, is of universal application. 

Hence I argue : that, since no other name 
hitherto discovered fulfils the requisition of 
our quintuple test, and since the name apos- 
tatiSs most minutely does fulfil it; every other 
name must be rejected as imsatis&ctory, while 
the name apostates must be received as being 
indeed that name of blasphemy which St. 
John beheld inscribed on all the seven heads 
of the great bestial roman hieroglyphic. 

first and third notes : but certainly they do not correspond 
with the second or fifth. 

If the same comparative process be adopted in regard 
to any other name or title that has been excogitated, the 
result, with the sole exception of the word 'A9ro?drf}C) will, 
I believe, always prove alike unsatisfactory. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE ADOPTION OF THE NAME APOSTATES AS THE 
APOCALYPTIC NAME OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 
AND THE ANTIQUITY OF THE TRUE RATIONALE 
OF ITS ADOPTION. 

It will be alike just and useful to give some 
account, both of the adoption of the name 
apostatjSs as the apocalyptic name of the 
Roman Empire, and also of the antiquity of 
the true rational^ of its adoption. 

I. So far as I know, the first person, who 
had the merit of striking out the name apos- 
tates as the enigmatical name of the wild- 
beast, was Archdeacon Wrangham. 

Justly pronouncing, from the very terms of 
the prophecy, that TTie name in question is the 
name of blasphemy ; and no less justly laying 
down, that Blasphemy is a term employed to denote 
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Apostasy : he was led, simply as a matter of 
curiosity and witli no sanguine anticipation of 
the result, to compute the arithmetical value 
of the personally applicable word ajrosdnjc ; 
and he found it to be exactly 666 '. 

1. Nothing can be more rational and satis- 
fectory than the principle of my learned and 
ingenious friend, so far as it ffoes. But, in 
ipoittt of amount, I conceive it to be de- 



1.) He builds upon no more than hco, or at 
the most three, of the specified prophetic 
notes : whereas, in truth, there are^ve. 

(2.) He tacitly assumes, tliat St. John be- 
lield the word written in the precise form and 
character an-OTurqc: whereas, at tlie time 
when the Apostle lived, such a circumstance 
was impossible. 

(3.) And he seems to limit the idea of the 

Id-beast's blasphemy to the siru/le idolatrous 

.j^iostasy of Popery : whereas the name of 

blasphemy waa imprinted upon all the seven 

■ See Archdeacon Wrflngham'a WorJiB, vol, li. p. 123— 



l-Ja;. 
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heads of the roman symbol, as they sacces>« 
sively existed from the tune of Romulus down 
to the time of Napoleon. 

2. Much, therefore, yet remained to be 
done through a combination of fixed prin- 
ciples ; much also yet remained to be done, in 
the way of removing certain very obvious gra- 
phical diflBiculties : before the Archdeacon's 
felicitous discovery could be adopted with a 
feeling of perfect security. 

These matters I have endeavoured to sup- 
ply : and I trust, that the attempt has been 
made not altogether unsuccessfully. 

II, The key to the whole investigation, or 
the true rational^ on which the name apos- 
tates ought to be adopted as the concealed 
apocalyptic name of the Roman Empire, is 
the circiunstance : that The name of the wild- 
beast is the name of blasphemy or the name of 
apostasy^ branded conspicuously^ as his special 
markj upon all his seven successive heads. 

1. It is a curious circumstance, that this 
true key Ireneus, in the second century, 
appears certainly to have possessed : but, for 
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I tke reasons which have now been amply stated, 
ri»e, like a greater than himself^ even hia raas- 
L Iter's master St John, was inevitably precluded 
1 using it. 

1.) In strict accordance with the terms of 
tte prophecy, Ireneua viewed tlie blasphemous 
wild-beast, as a compeiiLiium or summary or 
recapitulation of even Omniyenoiis Apostasy : 
wd he has intimated pretty plainly, tliat, to 
is Omnigenous Apostasnj, his numerical appel- 
I'lation had a special respect. 

But, In the stubborn words of the uncial 
^:AnOCTATHC,thekey,though the true key, 
iBcd to turn : and, with the compendium 
p contraction ?, the name of blasphemy could 
wt then have been written '. 



1 El characlerem, But In fronte aut in manu dextra, Taciei 
dan. ne pOBBit aliquis emece vel vendere, nisi qui habcl 
chanctereiD nduiinis bestis vel nuuierum nominis ejus, et 



adv, hser. lib. t. e, 23. 

Propter hoc, in besLia venicnle, recapitulado Rt univerEw 
biiqiutatis el omnia doli, ut in ea coufluena et coneluia 



r Ignii, 
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This ancient Father's estimate of the yni- 
versality of the wild-beast's apostasy is strictly 
correct Tlie name of blasphemy is writteTi 
upon all the heads of the symbol, under majiy 
of which the Roman Empire was exclu- 
sively pagan, and under some of which it was, 
either generally or particularly, papal or mo- 
hammedan or infidel. Consequently, it b an 
error to restrict bo comprehensive a name to 
the later or demonolatrously christian Roman 
Empire. 

(3.) IreneuB not only thus accurately lays 
down the leading principle of solution, but he 
even introduces the very name AHOCTA- 
THC, as the appropriate designation of that 
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l-anan wliom St. Paul denominates Tlie Mun 






(3.) On the whole, from the marked pecu- 
liarity of his entire phraseology, I strongly 
■uspect : that Ireneus himself aritkmet!eally 
ealculated the word AflOCTATHC, written, 
as it doubtless was then written in uncial 
characters and without the compendium r- 

1 Finding, however, that, instead of producing 

!'^e required number 666, it prodiiced tht- 
much larger number 1160, he was thence 
compelled to abandon the actual wori/AnOC- 
TATHC, as being the precis name of tlie 

■wild-beast: for, circumstanced as Ai? viewed 
the word AflOCTATHC was doubtless 

^arithmetically inadmissible '. 



ini pel ea qoa died >unl, seil ft per es ijus 
erunt aub Antichriato, oatenditur; quoniain, eifiiena Aroa- 
TATA (doubiles», in the original Greek of Irenftua, AIIOC- 
TA.TUC} et ratro, <juui DeuB *ult adorari.— Sine lege qiuui 
AFOSTATA (Grsc ADOCTATBC), dialwlicani apoituism 
in >e recapitulani, et idola iiuideiti Beponeni. Iren. Rdv. 
hsr. lib. T. c 21. 

Although the rarm t, ai a eompendium of (he Iwa 
.letlerB c uid t, hu DDknowa in the rime of Irentui; ihe 
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But Still, with much sound judgment, while 
he abandoned the word^ he did not relinquish 
the principle. 

Accordingly, after suggesting, first the 
word EYAN, which, nevertheless, contains 
not the requisite number, and next the 
word AATEINOC, on the acknowledged in- 
sufficient ground that it might express the 
then regnant Latin Empire: he hastens to 

same form ?, as a numeral representing six, or, at least 
something similar to it, was certainly used in his time. 

What may be the precise antiquity of the numeral ?, or 
as it is called, with reference to its cursive origination from 
Vau or Digamma F the sixth letter of the old Greek Alpha- 
bet, the ivifftjfiov j3av, I know not : but at all events, it 
existed when Iren^us wrote. 

He tells us, that the letter H, which now stands the 
seventh letter in the Greek Alphabet, stood the eighth, when 
the Episemon, as occupying the sixth place and as repre- 
senting the number six, was taken into the account 

Therefore, evidently the form «r, or, at least, some cognate 
form approximating to it, was used, as a numeral repre- 
senting six, in the time of Irendus. 

TA ydp aroixtlov rb H, ahv fikv rtf itnarmi^, dySodSa 
ilvai 9eKov<riv, dirb rov irpiarov, 6yd6ov Ktifuvov rowov. 
Iren. adv. hser. lib. i. c. 13. 
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■ propose, what lie deems the far preferahle 
I word TEITAN, on the principle that // icas a 
•ic name of idols adored both among the 
^Greeks and among the Barbarians ; that is 
I to say, he proposes the word TEITAN, on the 
I principle that It was the name of blasphemy or 
I idolatrous apostasy '. 
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Now Titan was, indeed, a generic name of 
all the gods descended from Cronns or Sar 
turn : but, unluckily, neither Titan nor Lm" 
tinus ever occur written with the diphthong 
EI; a mode of spelling, essentially necessary to 
their respective production of the number 666. 
The Greeks always wrote them TITAN and 
A ATI NO S. Still, in the case of the finally 
preferred word Titan, Ireneus, we see, works 
upon the true principle: the principle, to 
wit, that TTie name of the wild-beast is the name 

regum, qui secundum nos sunt, aliquis Tocatus est Titan, 
Namque eorum quae public^ adorantur idolorum apud 
Grsecos et Barbaros habet Tocabulum : et divinum putatur 
apud multos esse hoc nomen, ut etiam sol Titan Tocetur ab 
his qui nunc tenent: et ostentationem quandam continet 
ultionis et vindictam inferentis, quod ille simulat se maid 
tractates vindicare. Tale autem, et antiquum, etfide dignum, 
et regale, magis autem et tyrannicum, nomen. Cum igitur 
tantum suasionis habeat hoc nomen TEITAN, tamen habet 
Terisimilitudinem, ut ex multis colligamus, ne fortd Titan 
Tocetur qui veniet : nos tamen non periclitabimur in eo, nee 
asseverantes pronuntiabimus hoc eum nomen habiturum: 
scientes, quoniam, si oporteret manifeste prsesenti tempore 
praeconari nomen ejus, per eum utique editum fuisset, qui et 
Apocalypsin viderat Iren. adv. haer. lib. v. c. 26. 
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U^blasphemy or apottagff. Whence 1 am led 
Lto suspect, that he had calculated the uncial 
I and uncontracted word AnOCTATHC, and 
I th&t of course he had been disappointed in 
\ the result. 

2. In conclusion, it may not be uninterest- 

ng to add : that some notion of tlie true eha- 
[ 'lacter of that grand seducer, whose name and 

JHnnber were to be identical with the name 
Ksnd number of the secular Roman Empire, 
I has been entertained even by a popish ex- 
t positor ; and that, still by a popish expositor, 
I an attempt, upon the precise principle here 

contended for, has actually been made, though 
[ with imperfect success, to specify tlie name 
L sad to calculate the number of the wild- 
I beast. 

{!.) The man of sin, and the second wjld- 
r bea^t of the Apocalypse, are, as all agree in 
\ the abstract, substantially one and the same 
I character : which character is also stigmatised 

by St. John with the appellation of TTte False 
I Prophet. 

Now Acosta, supposing, in respect to 
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poetical machinery, that the two horns of the 
second or ecclesiastical wild-beast may ex- 
hibit a sort of picture of the mitre, just as the 
scarlet colour and the scarlet robes of the first 
wild-beast and his harlot rider refer to the 
imperial purple, thence concludes : that The 
false prophet will be some bishop who is an 
APOSTATE and a simidator of religion \ 

Such an exposition is not a little remark- 
able, as proceeding from a popish inter- 
preter. 

Acosta, we see, fully admits the basis of the 
usual protestant explanation of the prophecy 
respecting the second wild-beast of the 
Apocalypse : and thence, I may add, virtually 
admits the propriety of deeming The Man of 
Sin, who is to sit in the temple of God, an 
Apostate Bishop of the Christian Church, 

The question, therefore, between Pa- 

^ Duo cornua episcopalis dignitatis, puta mitrse sive 
infulae (haec enim est bicomisj, insigne rant. Videtur ergo, 
quod hie pseudopropheta erit episcopus quispiam apostata 
et simulator religionis. Acost. de Temp. Noviss. lib. ii. 
c. 17. 
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pists and Protestants, is now, by the con- 
cession of AcoBta, narrowed to the inquiry : 
WHAT Apostate Bishop can be intended by the 
! of Prophecy ? 
(2.) Various names are specified by Cal- 
Vtset, as all equally containing the number 
1 666, and therefore as all equally raipable of 
■ being plausibly received for the name of the 
(Tidld-beast '. 



I Aa generally provident i 

M diicoimge all inquiry by a soi 
'.e tells us, that even the lioly m 



. Antichriit. Cslmet, with 
of a Romiah Priest, slriveB 
t of reductio ad absardtim. 

mcofGod, ELtUN ADONAl 

JOSH, when written and calculated in hebrew 
ctually produce the number CGQ. Thii laii 
t, cmU hose been invealed only to ahete Ike 
nily of all tlie pami taken in Ibis inquiry: lince the Tianber 

^Antichrist. The teisesi and the tafest aay is, to be silent. 

Calmet's recommendation of silence might have been hoih 

«Ue and isafe, had St. John given us no tther note, by which 

the name of the wild-beaat might be aacertsined, escept that, 

token aTithmtticaHy ealeulaled, it should produce the nuiaber 



: and it is 
I'fiirce of the r 






lole 



114 THE APOCALYPTIC NAME 

Among them occurs one name, which has 
evidently been excogitated upon the only 
principle that can be deemed legitimate : the 
principle, I mean, that The name of the wUd- 
beast must be^ as St. John himself teaches tis, the 
name ofhUbsphemy or aposta>sy. 

The contriver of that name clearly per- 
ceived, as Iren^us had perceived before him : 
that No name can he the name in question^ un- 
less it express an apostasy from^ or a denial of 
sound religion. 



assumption or the tacit insinuation, that such is actually 
the case. 

Doubtless, if we could only determine the name by the 
single circumstance of its prodttdng the number 666, it were 
indeed the wisest and the safest to be silent But the divine 
oracle is not disgraced by the vague absurdity of a single 
note. St. John lays down no less than five notes, one only 
of which is, the production of the number 666, for the purpose 
of enabling us rationally and satisfactorily to ascertsdn the 
real name of the wild-beast 

Why Calmet should be anxious to shut up all inquiry, is 
obvious enough : but his mode of proceeding can weigh only 
with readers of the most superficial description. 
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Under the influence of this very juat senti- 
.ment, he forthwith took the greek participle 
APNOYMENOS, which signifies A Denier.- 
evidently, and reasonably enough, borrowing 
the appellation from St. John's own avowed 
description of the Antichrist '. 

But, upon computing its aritlimetical let- 
ters, he soon found, even upon a mere me- 
chanical calculation, that tlie word APNOY- 
MENOS, instead of producing tlie number 
666, produced the number 986. 

What, then, was to be done in this emer- 
gency? 

The word was, in itself, too plausible to be 

;htly given up ; and, as tlie expositorial bed 

of Procrustes, in one of its operations, had 

mercilessly elongated TITAN and AATI- 

IfOS; so, in another of its operations, it 

;ht be employed, no less mercilessly, to 
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slieer away a whole limb from APNOYM £- 
NOS. 

After a manner sufficiently arbitrary, our 
qpecnlalist, holdly no doubt, but perhaps not 
with the wisdom or understanding alluded to 
by the Apostle, leaped off bodily the whole 
last syllable of the word : and then, in the 
mutilated form APNOYME, he readUy found 
the required number 666. 

Calmet does not give the name of the indi- 
vidual, who struck out this exposition : and I 
am unable to supply the deficiency. I men- 
tion his gloss, not of course as bemg satis- 
fectory, but as shewing the recognition of the 
true principle or rationed^. 

That principle, as we have seen, is no mo- 
dem fency : on the contrary, it has been fer 
too much neglected and overlooked by modern 
commentators. Hence we have been satu- 
rated with a bootless coinage of fsmcied names 
or titles loose or indefinite or inapplicable : 
which are recommended by littie more, than 
the circumstance of their numerical letters 
severally producing the fatal sum of 666. 
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The ratianalSf for which I contend, is as 
old as the time of Ireneus : and Archdeacon 
Wrangham shewed, at once, his judicious 
sobriety in adopting it, and his felicitous in- 
genuity in striking out the true name under 
its safe and satis&ctory guidance. 
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CHAPTER X. 



eESXKAL COVCLUSIOK. 



The moral, to be deduced from the whole in- 
qoiiy, is sufficiently evident. 

I. Those persons, who fix their hope of 
salvation upon the efficacy of the first advent 
of the Messiah, and who look forward to that 
second advent of the same divine Redeemer 
when he shall come again in his glorious ma- 
jesty to judge both the quick and th^ dead, 
are solemnly warned against the danger and the 
offensiveness of aU apostasy from the sound- 
ness and simplicity of God's own revelation. 

In these latter perilous times, such a warn- 
ing is eminently appropriate. 

At different periods of its existence, and 
under some one or other of its seven heads or 
polities, the Roman Empire, in strict accord- 
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ance with its prophetically branded hierogly- 
phic, has been distinguished by the four apos- 
tasies of Paganism and Popery and Moliam- 
ledism and Infidelity. 

From the occidentally extinct apostasy of 
Paganism, and from tlie universally declining 
apostasy of Mohammedism, there may be 
little danger in countries which have once been 
<!tdiriatiaiused : but the case is very different 
irith respect to the two apostasies of Popery 
and Infidelity. 

The advocates of each of those schemes are 
abundantly active : and, however widely they 
Jiffer in other respects, they concur in reviling 
l^e pure Christianity of the Gospel, either 
IHider the aspect of its being a damnable 
ieresy, or under tlie aspect of its being alto- 
gether a palpable imposture. 

II. In truth, we live during a period, when 
■U the foundations of the earth may well be 
'^IBid to be out of course. 
■ 1, Even the most careless observer cannot 
refrain from noticing and acknowledging the 
existence of a general fermentation, certainly 
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throughout all Europe, perhaps indeed well 
nigh throughout the whole world. 

A feverish spirit of change purely for the 
sake of change, and a childish desire to pull 
down old institutions merely because they 
are old, united with a splendid contempt of 
our more soher Jbrefathers and with a ludi- 
crously overweening estimate of our oum pro- 
digious wisdom (if, verily, a decent man could 
be tempted to smile^ when he is more ration- 
ally inclined to weep at such apish folly), are 
the leading operative characteristics of the 
present age. 

In former times, the dawnings of such a 
spirit were, at least, marked by a strong sense 
of religious obligation. But, in its maturity, 
this spirit seems portentously determined, so 
far as unhallowed wishes can prevail, to shut 
God out of his own world, to refuse all re- 
cognition of his sovereign interference, and 
gracelessly to scoff at the very idea of a 
nationally and individually superintending 
Providence. 

2. When the spirit of innovating Anarchy 
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IS dms distingmslied by ica dose alliance with 
the blasphemous spirit of Infidelity, and wben 
by his ominous Jooctioo with such asnociates 
the Roman ALm of Si* once more vindicates 
to himself the accniate prophetic description 
of THE LAWLESS osE': we caiiuot but snspect, 
that matters are in a state of rapid prepara- 
tion for that final tremendous overthrow of 
God's enemies which is the theme of sa 
many inspired raticinations. 

The very polidciao of this world, piirely in 
the way of cause and effect, anticipates a 
wide-wasting war of principles and a serie* 
of political convnlsions npon a scale of appall- 
ing magnitude : and, with his anticipatJOTW, 
the devout student of prophecy, deriving Lui 
expectation from a higher and a surer source, 
fully and nnrcservedly concurs. 

Whatever anall difference of opinion there 
may be respecting the precite commencement 
of the great period of three prophetic times 
and a half or 1260 natural years, the volume 
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of History precludes the rational possibility 
of doubt that that period must nearlif have 
expired '. 

Aud, with this general computation, tte 
passing signs of the times minutely cor- 
respond. 

If the decree seems to have gone forth, at 
the very season when we might chronologically 

' Its commencement is Sxed to the time, when the proper 
Roman Empire should have been broken into ten lavereign- 
lieB, and wlien thoae ioveteignties should have concurred to 
submit themBelvcs to a yet eleventh smaller Sovereignty 
which should be springing up synchronically nith them sod 
which should be diverse from all ita ten coulemporaries. 
Dan. vii. 7, 8- 24, 25. Rev. xvii. 12, la 

To determine the simple mailer of tact, when the Roman 
Empire tool thus brokea inle lea Sovereignilei, and when 
Ihase new Smiereigntiei u/mmraouil// sabndlled Ihemtelvet to 
the domiaalioH i^ on tlevenih smaller aiuJ characteriiiicailg 
different coaternporaneaui imjereignly, is, I apprebend, the 
legitimate province of independent History. 

When this bare matter of fact shall have been determined 
by History, we cannol widely mistake the prophetically 
defined commencement of the 1260 years: and 1 take it, 
tlisl, if (he question be that viewed, we shall be unable to 
avoid the etmclueioni (hat we cannot, at present, be vttg 
grtatip removed ftom the time of ihdr enpiratioD, 
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I expect it to go forth, that preparation should 
be made for gathering together the Sove- 
reignties of the whole corrupt Roman World 
to the great battle of the Lord God Almighty : 
the Ottoman Empire in the East, that well 
known and almost universally acknowledged 
subject of the sistb apocalyptic vial, ia 
apparently hastening to its final dissolution. 
When that most important event shall have 

■ occurred, the warning bell will have sounded 
which marks the lapse of a peculiarly well 
defined prophetic period : and he, that nin- 

f netli, may read the remainder inscribed aa 

I with a sun-beam. 

Tlie seventh angel pouTed out his vial into 
(Ae air : and there came a greot voice out of 
the temple of heaven jrom the throne, saying ; 
^t is done- And there were voices and thunders 

[ and lightnings : and there was a great earth- 

t iguakey such as was not since men were upon the 
tarth, so mighty an earthquake and so great. 

I And the great city was divided into three 

f parts; ami the cities of the Tuitions fell ; and 
it Babylon came in remembrance lief ore 
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God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of 
the fierceness of his wrath. And every island 
fled away : and the mountains were not found ^ 

III. Well, then, both in principle and in 
practice, may we attend to that awful admo- 
nition of the Saviour, which he delivered with 
a special reference to the final overthrow of 
the long incorrigible and at length politically 
united Antichristian Faction. 

Behold, I come as a thief Blessed is he, 
that watcheth and keepeth his garments : lest he 
walk naked, and they see his shame '• 

Nor may we less profitably attend to the 
voice of Ins angel, at once announcing what 
might now seem to be of speedy occurrence* 
and ushering in a solemn declaration from 
heaven itself as to the duty of God's people 
in the great day of approaching calamity and 
of widely extensive revolutionary trouble. 

He cried mightily with a strong voice, saying : 
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen ; and is 

* Rev. xvi. 17 — 20. Compare Rev. xviii. and Rev. xix. 
11— 2L 
' Rev. xvi. 16. 



become the habitation of devils, and the hold of 
every foul spirit, and the cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk 
of the wine of tlie wrath of her fornication .- 
mid the kings of the earth have committed for- 
nication with Iter : and tlie merchants of the 
earth are waxed rich tkroitgh abundance of her 
delicacies. And I heard another voice from, 
heaven, saying .- CoTne out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sijis, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues. For her sijis have 
readied unto heaven : and God hath remembered 
her iniquities '. 

IV. Yet, easting our eyes with the full 
assurance of faith beyond the approaching 
period of tribulation and anguish, we may 
also look forward to tlie time, when, the head 
of apostatic wickedness having been effectually 
crushed, the triumph of the woman's seed ehaU 
be complete, and the pure religion of the 
Messiah sliaU be universally victorious. 

Without presuming too nicely to determine 
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the exact sense of unfulfilled prophecy, and 
certainly without feeling any need to adopt 
the very problematical speculation that Christ 
will visibly reign upon earth during the term 
of a millenary along with his literally resus^ 
citated saints and martyrs ; we are, neverthe- 
less, by the concurring voices of the inspired 
writers, taught most unequivocally : that The 
predicted time of unexampled trouble^ in the 
course of which what is called the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty willHssue in the 
complete disruption of the mighty secular image 
of recapitulated apostasy ^ is destined to be suc- 
ceeded by a long period of religious purity and 
consequently of hitherto unknown human hap^ 
piness \ 

Thus £ar, in the midst of anticipated dis- 
tress of nations with perplexity, and while 
men's hearts are even now failing them for 
fear and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth : thus &r, at least, 
we may safely and blamelessly theologise; 

» Rev. xvi. 14. Dan. ii. 34, 35, 44, 46. xii. 1 . 
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tlius far, resting upon our Lord's consolatory 
exhortation, and yet striving through grace 
to sit light to all sublunary matters, we may 
look up and lift up our heads, for our redemp- 
tion draweth nigh '. With his faithful people, 
Christ will still be present, even when the 
figurative powers of heaven shall be shaken : 
and, whatever, so iar as this passing world is 
concerned, may be the appointed lot of indi- 
viduals ; we assuredly know and believe, that 
his true Church is founded upon a rock 
against which the gates of hell shall never 
prevail, and that even upon earth a measure 
of glory will illustrate it such as mortal man 
has never yet witnessed. 

It shall came to pass, in the last days : that 
the mountain of the LortTs house shall be esta- 
blished in the top of the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills; and all nations shall 
fiom uido it '. 

FoT the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. And, 
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in that day^ there shall be a root ofjesse^ which 
shall stand fir an ensign of the people. To it 
shall the Gentiles seek : and his rest shall be 
glorious \ 

And the kingdom and dominion^ and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven^ 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the 
Most High ; whose kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom: and all dominions shall serve and 
obey him '• 

' Isaiah xi. 9, 10. ' Dan. vii. 27* 



THE END. 
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